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TRUE STORIES. 



tHAPTER I. 

THE BIRTH AND DEATH OF JESUS 
CHRIST. 

About the time that the battle of 
Fhilippi was fought, Hexod married 
the sister of Aristobolus, king of Judea^ 
and visited Rome to procure the crown 
to be confirmed to his brother-in-law ; 
\mt instead of tiiat, Antony managed 
to make Herod himself king of Judea> 
and A. C. 40 he returned to Jerusa- 

VOL. HI. B 
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2 THE BIRTH AND DEATH 

I lemy and acknowledged Mariamne for 
his wife. It was this Herod who or- 
dered the murder of the Innocents, of 
which we read in the Bible. 

Antony, after the death of Brutus, 
carried over an army to Cilida, a pro- 
vince in Asia Minor, and djssir^d 
Cleopatra to meet him there, to answer 
sc»ne accusations brought against her 
for having assisted Cassius. 

Cleopatra, though no longer ypungt 
was a veiy beautlfid woman, and I 
dare say you hav« all heard of the be* 
^ witching style in which she saiiod down 
the Cydnus to meet Antony at Tarsus ; 
her magnificent gaUey richly gilded, 
with sails of purple silk» and oars of 
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OF JESUS bHRIST. 3 

silver. On the deck lay the queen 
decked like Venus, under a splendid 
canopy, with little boys dressed like 
Cupids fanning her* Her maidens^ 
habited like the graces and the nymphs 
of the sea, were the mariners of the 
li^t and elegant vessel, and incense 
was burning on the shores to perfume 
the air. The music of various instru- 
ments breathed melodious sounds, and 
all around was beauty and fascination. 
The crowds from the town hastening 
to behold this fine sight, Antony was 
left almost alone in the public hall. 
When he visited Cleopatra he was 
quite captivated with her beauty and 
B 8 
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4 THE BIRTH AND DEATH 

adcomplishments/ and forgot he had a 
wife, Fulvia, at Rome. 

The faithful' Ful via, however, exerted 
Jierself to support his credit, and when 
she died, he made his peace with 
Octavius, for his foolish trifling with 
Cleopatra, by marrying his sister the 
virtuous Octavia. 

But even after his second marriage 
Antony again returned to Cleopatra, 
and this so provoked Octavius, that 
he went over to, Egypt with a large 
army to punish the faithless husband. 

Lepidus, by his imprudent conduct 
had been banished, so that Octayius 
plainly saw, if he could set aside An- 
tony, Rome would be all his own.* 
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OF JESUS CHRIST. O 

Antony had been a great general, but 
his weak love for the Egyptian queen, 
and bis indulgence in luxurious living, 
seem to hai^e enervated both his niind 
and body. In a desperate engage* 
ment with the Romans at sea, because 
Cleopatra fled in her galley, he was so 
lost to glory as to follow her, and thus 
to give up every chance of victory. 

After this you will not be surprised 
to hear that Octavius was his con« 
queror. The fetal battle of Actium, in 
which Antony watf defeated, is con- 
sidered as the end of the Roman re- 
public, for Octavius Csesar was now 
sole master of Rome. 

Antony hearing Cleopatra was dead, 
bS 
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D THE BIRTH AND DEATH 

Stubbed himself, that 50, either in life 
or death, he might share her fatej but 
finding the account was false, and that 
she had only shut herself up in a 
monument, he desired to be carried to 
her. As all the entrances were fasten- 
ed, Cleopatra and her women drew iip 
the dying lover into one of the win- 
dows. Antony died in the presence 
of his too much loved i^yptian qiieen ; 
and she, fearing to be taken prisoner 
by Octavius, and carried in triumph 
4;o Rome, put an end to her ownliib. 

She had tried the eftfect of many 
poisons on criminals condemned to 
dki and found that the bite of an asp, 
a mall venemous serpent, caused the 
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OF J|;SUS CilRIST. 7 

most easy and quick death ; she had 
therefore procured a peasant to bring 
her an asp concealed in a basket of 
figs, for Octaviiis, who by this time 
was master of Alexandria, had desired 
she might be watched and prevented 
from destroying herself <i, 

Cleopatra, however, disappointed 
him J and having dressed herself in her 
royal robes, applied the asp toiler arm, 
and soon expired from its deadly bite: 
;her two favourite women would not 
survive her, but .were ' found lying by 
tfieir mistress, all three ' having just 
expired. . ^ 

' Octavius now was sole master of the 
Roman empire, and was declared Em* 
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8 THE BIRTH AKD DBATH 

perofy taking the name of Augufttos. 
The period in which he lived is called 
the Augustan age, and was celebrated 
for the many learned and wise men 
who lived during it. Virgil, Horace, 
Ovid, Tibullus, among the poets ; 
Nepos, Livy, Strabo, Dionysius of 
Hfldicarnaessus, among the historians. 
The empire of Rome extended over 
afanost the whde of the then known 
globe^ and arts, science and luxury 
flourished in their highest excellence 
in the imperial city« 

But of all the evente that distin^ 
gttish and honor that period, the birtii 
of Christ bestowed the most elfen- 
me influence on ihe virtue, the hap- 
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OF JESUS CHRIST. 9 

pineas, tl)e true wisdom of maukiiicL 
The more* you read the New Tes- 
tament (the book which records the 
life and the precepts of Jesus Christ), 
the more you will revere his charac- 
ter, the more you ivill feel and un- 
derstand the excellence of the doc- 
trines he inculcated. To that sacred 
volume I refer you, for the best ac- 
count of the blessed author of the 
Christiap religion ; a religion taking its 
name from him ; a religion unrivalled 
ibr the purity of its morals and the 
simplicity of its piety. 

I have only to observe, that all the 
historians of the time, in their several 
writings, confirm the accounts re- 
Digged by Google 



10 THE %lKtn AWE> t)£ATM 

# 

corded in the Bible ; that all the msegt 
and best men agree in acknowledging 
thfe code of morality given by Je&us 
Christ to be the most excellent the 
world ever received j to be, in short, 
perfect. 

I. will not quit this important subject 
without entreating you to make the 
New Testament the guide of your 
conduct; you will require no other; 
a better you cannot have, for it 
contains all most essential for us to 
know, dl most essential for us to prach 
tise. My dearest children ! did Chris- 
tians but practise Christianity ; did we 
as closely and as anxiously study the 
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OF JSSUS CHRIST. 11 

Testament* as we do auniy other books ; 
did we as earnestly strive to {uractiae 
the rulei given there, as we do the 
rules of grammiur, of arithmetic, and 
the other arts and sciences, we shcmld 
not only be more good, but also more 
happy, we should produce in others 
more goodness and happiness, and thus 
all mankind would increase in virtue 
and felidty. 

Again, I say, let the precepts of 
Christ be your rule of conduct 
. So far we have reckoned time, as so 
many years antCf or before Christ, we 
shall now begin to reckon time, as so 
many years after Christ, orilnnoDoi^iini, 
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Ihat is, *^ the year of our Lord ;'* the 
first year of his life being thefirst'y^ar 
of our reckonipg. Jesus Christ ^as 
cruci^ed in tfae^irty-third year of his 
iage, that is» A.I>. S3. 
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CHAPTER II. 

CHRISTIANITY. . 

, The Old Testament was translated 
fnmi the Hebrew into Greeks S84 A. 
C. by the order of Ptdlemy Philadel* 
phus, king of Egypt. The books of 
the New Testament were collected 
intq oi\e volume in thej^iecond century 
after the death of Chrigtl^^ 

Jerusalem is a city ia-Pidestine^ and 
was the capital of lybe-^ncient king* 
dom of the Jews i it was originally 
called Salem, and jTounded two thou- 
sand years before Christ Solomon 

* Tytler. 
VOL. III. C 
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14 CHItlSTUNITT. 

built its Celebrated temple; this temple 
was destroyed, but rebuilt soon after, 
and when Christ lived it was a splen- 
did edifice. 

The Jews OF Hebrewsare, you know, 
the descendants of the Israelites, the 
people whom Moses led from the ty^ 
tanny of Fharoah, king oS Egypt } yo« 
remember the history of Abraham* Iq 
tjia Bible, and of his son Isaac. The 
Jews consider themselves as descended 
from hiim, for JacQb the son of Isaac 
wai the fitther c^ the twelve tribes. 

The Jewft persecuted Jesus Christ 
until th^ compelled Pontius FUate, 

• Abraham's grandaoa^ Jacobs afterwards 
to«k the name of Iirael^ 
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CHRISTIANITY. 15 

the Roman governor, to put him to 
death. These people bad long expect- 
ed the Messiah) who they supposed 
would be a great and powerful mo- 
narch, that would appear in splendor, 
and redeem them from the Roman 
yoke, and establish the laws of Moses, 
their own lawgiver, all over the world. 
But when they beheld a man of low 
d^ree and of simple manners, who 
{dainly declared that ^< his kingdom 
*« was not of this world,'* their disap- 
pointment exasperated them to perse- 
cute him, and the religion he taught. 
The Pharisees and Sadducees were two 
Jewish tribes that were most violent 
against Jesus Christ. 
c 2 
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16* CHBISTIANITt. 

I told you Hero^cl was made king 
of Judea^ he proved a very cruel and 
oppressive ruler, and died of a pain^ 
ful disorder ; he divided his kingdom 
among his three sons, but- quarrels 
arising between them, and seditions 
amidst their subjects, the Romans 
were called in to settle the dispute. 
Augustus made a new division, and 
Archejiaus, to whom Judea had been 
assigned, being accused of cruelty, his 
kingdom was taken from him, and de- 
clared to be a Roman province. 

The Jews were dissatisfied with the 
Roman government, and were perpe- 
tually rebelling against it ; not only 
they, but almost all people persecuted 
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the Mowers of the Christian reHgiofi. 
The Romans, who worshipped many 
Gods, were its most bitter enemies j 
yet in spite of all that has been done 
by varimis nations and at various pe- 
nods, to prevent the advance of Chris- 
tianity^ Christianity has spread all over 
the civilised world, and with it refine- 
ment and virtue. 

You know that mankind at present 
alt believe in one God, the Lord of 
htoven and earth, the creator of all 
things, and that all men who are not 
barbarians are Christians.* 

The forms 6f religion are indeed 

* Wc call the Chinese^ and'the Indians^ semi- 
barbarians. 

c 3 
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18 CHRISTIANITT. 

various, but the doctrines of all are 
the same, for Christ was the founder of 
them all ; he did not command anjr 
particular form of worship, he only 
explained in what all virtue consists, he 
only shewed how we should best please 
God, how best serve each other, how 
best secure our own happiness. . He 
pointed out the virtues that ought to 
be practised, and how they could be 
attained ; but he left it to ourselves 
to determine on the ceremonies of re- 
ligion, on the mode in which we would 
pray j very few were the directions he 
left on this subject, and those are ge- 
nerally observed by those who profess 
his faith. 
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CHRISTIANITY. 19 

The only prayer he gave us, " the 
Lord's Prayer/' expresses all we ought 
to say, all we ought to profess, all we 
ought to perform. 

I beg you to reflect on all the cir- 
cumstances I have here stated. A 
humbly-born individual teaches a reli- 
gion which, against the persecution of 
kings and kingdoms, becomes the reli- 
gion of the civilized, world. Could 
this have taken place, if that religion 
had not been excellent in itself ; if 
that religion had not been inspired 
and blessed by God? 
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CHAPTER m. 

OF THE ROMAN BMPSRORS. 

I THOUGHT it would neither amuse 
nor improve you to read a particular 
account of each of the Roman Empe- 
ronu I have therefore written a table, 
in which you will see at one view 
their names, succession, fate and 
characters, from Julius Ca^ar to Con- 
stantino the Great* The character I 
have attached to each, is that gene- 
rally recorded and believed. When 
you read their history at large, you 
must judge for yoqrselves how far the 
character here given appears to you 
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OF TH£ mOMAN 8MPVROES. ^l 

^ just, and then you can, if you please, 
make any erasures and alterations in 
this table that you think necessary. 

You will observe with pain bow few 
are gpod and wise, in comparison c^ 
the many who are vicious, ignorant, 
and weak. You will find the virtuous 
are distinguished by having their 
names, fate and characters, printed in 
Italic letters. Too many of the wor- 
thy, in the latter days of Rome» suf- 
fered 9* premature and violent death ; 
this marks the degeneracy of the peo- 
ple in that period. 

The wicked, you will observe, are 

ally without a single exception, put to 

-a cruel or ignominious death* This 
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22 OF THB ROMAN mPUtOtS* 

provies, Uiat evai in the highest and 
most powerful stations guilt does wA 
escape deserved punishment. 

The Christian religion was perse- 
cuted during the whole of this period ; 
even the mild and accomplished Tra- 
jan was its enemy. Yet inspiteof per- 
secutipn^ Christianity continued gra~ 
duidly to gain ground, and to spread it- 
wlf to various quarters of the world, 
until Contantine the Great, profes- 
sing himself a Christian, conformed 
to the rites of t)iat religion, and his 
subjects willingly followed his eKam]^^ 

St. Peter, one of the apostles of 
Christ, is sometimes called the ^rst 
Pope of Rome. But the title oi Pope^ 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPERORS. 23 

SO used, merely means the head of the 
chm'ch ; the Pope then having no tem- 
poral power or dominion* 

l^ou can easily suppose that pious 
men were appointed by the Apostles 
and disciples of Chri3t3i to teach hi« 
religion in different towns and cities. 
The^e teachers sometimes were de- 
nominated bishops, and thus rising 
from one title to another, and from a 
lower to a higher degree of influence^ 
they were njext archbishops; then 
chose fov their head a patriarch, or 
father of the church, and last of aU, 
the chief of the Christian religion was 
denominated a Pope» 
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EMPERORS OF ROME FROM JULIUS 

foreign. ,I>e»tli. ^^flumttr,. 
Augustus •••• 2 

A.D. Tiberus 3 Smothered . . . • Wicked. ', 



37. Caligula. .\.. 4 Alordered ^....Tsmcmkal; 

41 .Claudius .... 5 Poisoned Contemptible. 

54 Nero. 6 Stabbed Vicious. 

€8 G^ba ..<..; 7 Breaded Severe. 

ji9 .ptlio .1 a Killed htmseie,^ t^yurper.r 

VitelUus .... 9 Massacred .... Worthless. 

70 Vespasian . • 10 Virtuous. 

79 31W*. 11 '"' « Iffiseaildgoorf. 

•1 > Demitiapi. . • • 12 r AssaiMiaaled ... A monster, i 

96 Nerva^.,...lZ Mild. 

98 Trqjan 14 - AdnUrable. 

\\% Adrian,,...!^ Excellent. 

lU^Amoniim ^nlS r Very good. 

161 Awelius • . : • 17 ^ A°^^«« 

180 Commodus..l8 Killed CrueL 

193 Pertinax .... 19 Murdered Good. 

192 Didius 20 Beheaded. «««..Meroeiiarf. 

Severus ,...21 Worthy, ' 

211 Caracalla.ff^ Murdaed,M«tBf«M« 
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CiBSARTOCONSTANTINBTHE 6R£AT« 

Benn 

to reign. Death. Character. 

A.D. 

2\7 Macrinus....23 KiQed .•.;.... Licentiottf. 
218 Heliogabalds 24 Assassinated ... A wretch. 

222 Alexander .,26 ^^leafled YirtiatHiS. 

235 Maziminus • . 26 Slain ......... Cruel and baie. 

238 J9^M/iM.... 27 Murdered Wise. '* 

Oordian V. • « 28 KUled .•. Prosperoait ' 

244 Philip . . .% V . 29 Beheaded UDgi^a^fiM. . 

249 i>tfcfu#.«.... 30 Drowned Good. 

251 G'allu8.....,3i Kil/ed ........ Wicked. 

254 VaUrlan..;.^ 32 Murdered Able. 

260 OaUi90tti..».33 Slain Careless. 

268 Claudius li... 34 ExceUent. 

270 Attrellan....35 Killed .'i. Severe. 

275 Tacitus i....S6 Virtudwr. 

277 Piobw......37 Murdeitd .....Brave. 

382 Cams 38 Active. . 

284 Diodetian ..39 Stem. 

304 Constaniius..40 Good. 

306 CoostaatiDe. . 41 The Grtat. 

The good Emperors bare their naiues In Italics, 

you HI. © 
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CHAPTER IV- 

tnERIUS* CALWVLA. 

Tiberius, the third husband of Au«^ 
gustus^s daughter Jtdia (and the scm of 
Augustus's second wifb Livia), became 
eqiperor after the death of Augustus. 

In the reign of Tiberiua/ JEesuft 
Christ was crucified, and the Oljrm- 
piads ceased. From this period only 
one mode of computing time has beea 
observed, A. D. Anno Domini, year 
of our Lord. 

Tiberius was a cruel tyrant, and per- 
petrated numberless crimes. He fafUl » 
favourite called jSqanus, who flattered 
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and GODJoled him, and persuaded him 
to quit Rome and retire to Capria, a 
small island on the coast of Italy. 
Tiberius, however, discovered tlmt Se- 
janus was plotting to become emperor 
himself, and he therefore commanded 
the death of the faithless courtier. 

One cannot read without horror, not 
unmixed with pity, of the miserable 
end of Sejanus. Old, and long ac- 
customed to power and splendor, he 
found himself all at once deprived of 
wealth and consequence, and sentenced 
to an ignominious death. Of all the 
inany flatterers who had bowed to 
)iim in his prosperity, not one was 
found to soften his adversity. Sejanu^ 
P 9 
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had DO friends^ because be had no 
virfoes. , 

Desierted and disgraced, the artfbl 
traitor was led to execution ; and when 
he would have covered his face, in the 
bitterness of shame and hdmOiation, 
this small mercy was denied him, his 
hands were secured, so that his face 
was exposed to the insults of thfe mob* 

The good man, however humbled 
and disgraced, is sure to meet with 
some pity from the most vulgar and 
the most unfeeling, but the wicked 
man finds no commiseration* His 
own heart is his accuser, what won- 
tler, Hhen, that mm should accuse 
him! 
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TIBSRIUS. S9 

Sejanus was strangled, and all Ins 
family were executed with him. 

It will be impossible for me to des* 
cribe to you the cruelties of Tiberius. 
There was not a crime that he did not 
perpetrate, not a su£S$ring he did not 
inflict. 

In his reign there were men whose 
sole business was to contrive new 
pleasures ; and then also lived Apidus, 
the most notorious glutton that ever 
disgraced human nature ; he spent a 
large fortune on one entertainment, 
aiid would give a hundred pounds for 
a single dish. A hundred pounds! 
How many starving beggars would 
that sum feed and clothe ! 
v3 
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so TIBERIUS. 

Surely Rome was sadly fallen, from 
her greatness, from those days of mo- 
deration and simplicity, when Cincin- 
natus left his plough to govern her 
councils, and Regulus quitted his 
farm to%ht her battles ! 

It was wonderful that, spending soin-- 
dolent and so licentious a life, Tibedus 
should live to the age of seventy-eight f 
being then taken ill, he lingered so long 
that Caligula, whom he had appointed 
his successor, permitted him to besmo^ 
thered. Thus died this wicked em- 
peror, who had been heard to say, sa 
guilty was the nation become and sa 
difficult to govern, that he wished 
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" Heaven and earth might perish with 
" him when he died.*' 

Reckoning ^Julius Caesar as the first 
emperor, which most historians do, Ti- 
berius was the third emperor of Rome j 
he expired A. C; 41. 

Caligula, fourth emperor of Ronie^ 
was. the son of Germanicus and Agrip- 
pina. Germanicus was the nephew of 
Tiberius, and so much beloved by the 
soldiers that they would have made him 
emperor instead of Tiberius, but this 
just and good man would not consent 
to an act of disloyalty. From their 
ancient love, to him, therefore, the 
people were rejoiced to see bis son 
Caligula placed on the throne. 

Digitized by Google 



$2 CAtdQVliA. 

The beginning of this reign was very 
promising. Caligula seemed willing 
to do whatever was right } he banished 
the cruel Pontius Pilate, and refused 
to look at a paper which contained 
the discovery of a conspiracy against 
him, saying, ** I have done nothing to 
^ cause men to hate me, and therefoie 
^ I do not fear thek enmity.'* This 
was a noble sentiment, and worthy 
the manly fearlessness of an innocent 
mind! Pity that for eight months 
only Caligula acted virtuously and 
wisely. His after life was one scene 
of foUy and wickedness* 

He pretended to be sometimes one 
lieathen god, and sometimes another* 
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One day he called himself Jupiter, 
another daj Mars, He biiilt temples 
for himself to be worshipped in, and 
appointed priests to perform sacrifices 
to him. You will te shocked to hear 
he made his horse one of these priests, 
though indeed such a priest was fit for 
such a divinity ! 

This was the conduct of a fool : and 
how a person capable of making the 
fine speech I have related could have 
so greatly degenerated, can only be 
explained by the supposition, that ex- 
tensive dominion causes a derange- 
ment in weak minds. 

Caligula was murdered when going 
to his bath. The conspirator who 
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first struck him calling out as he gave 
the blow, " Tyrant, think upon this.** 

He was only twenty-nine years <M ! 
How short his life! how long the 
catalogue of his follies and crimes I 

Caligula was murdered A* B. 4^1. 
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CHAPTER V. 

CLAUDIUS, EMI^EROR OF ROME. CARAC- 
TACUS, THE BRITISH KING. 

The island of Britain ws^ invaded, 
aa I }^re mentimied^ by Julius Cdssar ; 
and though from his time the Ro- 
mana fancied themselves lords. of Bri« 
tain, yet, as they never troubled the 
rude islanders, tbes^ islanders felt 
tibiemselves free and independent. 

lit the reign of Tiberius,NSdme Ro« 
man soldiers were wrecked oa thife 
CMSt of Britain, and treated very 
kift^y* by the natives. The princqNtl 
BritonstoccaaioiiaUy visited Rome, and 
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sometimes sent their children to be 
educated there ; So that the two na- 
tions lived upon very friendly terms 
with each other? 

The worthless Caligula talked some- 
times of invading the island, biit, des- 
pised abroad as. well as at home, his 
intentions were heard with contempt. 

When Clabdius became emperor, a 
Roman army invaded Britain and 
made some conquests; and Claudius 
coming over himself soon afterwards: 
received the homage of great part of 
tibe island. 

The Britains had a little improved > 
by their intercpui^e with the Romans ; 
they had began to trade with each 
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Other, and understood something oi 
the art of wan But they were still a' 
very uncivilized race, and were divided 
into several small states or principalis* 
ties, each having its own chief. la 
time of danger, however, from fo- 
reign, foes, they used sometimes to 
chuse a general to command their 
united forces. Cassibelaunus, of whom 
you have read, was so chosen j and 
now when Claudius sent soldiers and 
governors to conqufer and rule the 
natives, another Briton distinguished 
himself} this was Caractacus. 

Caractacus, king of one of the small 
principalities, and elected general of 
the British army, boldly opposed the 

VOL. Ill, E 
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despotism of the Roman Fra^tors^ and 
the inroads of the Roman soldiers. 
Often defeated, he yet bravely return- 
ed to the charge, and sometime gain- 
ed the advantage. 

The Silures, a warlike tribe, living 
on the banks of the river Severn, were 
overcome by the conquerors; and C^h 
ractacus saw that his army was likely 
to be next subdued. But he did not 
therefore resign himself to despair, 
and tamely submit to the Romans. 
No, he made the best possible dispo- 
sition of his small forces : he flew from 
troop to troop, exhorting them to fight 
vaUaintly, and rescue their liberty from 
cruel invaders. In the sacred cause ' 
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of freedom^ Britons, Id every period^ 
have been found brave and enterpris- 
ing. The soldiers of Caractacus re- 
plied to bim by shouts of determined 
valour. They fought as they had pro- 
mised firmly and valiantly/ But the 
taiperior skill of the Romans prevailed; 
and the Britons were defeated. 

Caractacus, in hopes of saving him- 
self for better times, and of collecting 
forces again to assault the invaders^ 
took refuge with Cartismandua, Queen 
of the Brigantes, another of the small 
states. This unworthy woman deli- 
vered him up to the Romans. 

Claudius was so delighted to hear 
of this capture, that he gave orders 
E 2 
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for the noble prisoner to be sent tp 
Borne. 

Caractacus, surrounded by his fami** 
]y, was conducted into the presence 
<^ the Emperor. Claudius was seated 
pn a Splendid throne^ and environed 
by ftomp and magnificence. The Bri- 
tish King loqked with a calm and un« 
daunted eye upon the dazzling scen^ 
and simply observed, " Strange ! tkat 
** a nation possessed of so much wealth 
*^ and power, should envy me my hum- 
" ble cottage I" 

It is recorded, that his address to 
Claudius was equally wise and temper- 
ate. *< Could I have submitted to 
« power,** said he, ** I should have 
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^< been here as a guest and not as si 
" captive. My resistance does but 
*' add to the splendour of your tri- 
" umph. I am now at your mercy, 
** and if treated with lenity, my fate 
*^ will be a proof of your clemency 
** and moderation/* 

The language of courage tempered 
by prudence, made its just impression ; 
Claudius ordered the chains to be in- 
stantly taken off from Caractacus and 
his family, and restored them all to 
freedom. 

Perhaps this is the only worthy ac- 
tion performed by Claudius, for he 
and his wife Messalina were other- 
wise only remarkable for depravity 
£ S 
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and licentiousness. So tnuch so, that 
Messalina is 'often used as a name for 
a bad woman. 

TI)ough Claudius did 4iot ennoble 
his own reign, it was ennobled for him 
by one of his subjects. 

Arria, the faithful wife of F^tus» 
distinguished herself by singular for- 
titude and resolution. Her husband^ 
having unfortunately joined an unsuc-. 
cessful conspiracy against the emperor, 
had tried to escape, but was takeo^and 
brought back to Rome. His Wife im* 
plored that she might be allowed to 
attend him^ saying, '^all men of rank 
^^ are indulged with slaves to wait up- 
*< on tbos, let me go as the attendant 
** of my husband." 
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Her prayer was denied, but she fol- 
lowed the ship ih which Paetus was con- 
vened, and in ah open l^oat trusted 
herself tp the waves. ' 

Whilst P®tus was in prison, his only 
son sickened and died. Arria watched 
her beloved child during his severe 
and fatal malady, and received his last 
sigh. The agony of such a sorrow, 
mothers can only understand. Yet 
did the broken-hearted Arris keep the 
fatal secret from her husband, and 
iwhen he asked for his child, governed 
her^lf to say, "he is well.** 

She knew Partus would not be per- 
mitted t6 live long, and desired to 
spare him so, severe a shock. At 
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length his death was decreed, and he 
ti^s sentenced to destroy himself. Ar- 
ria, seeing him fearful of committing 
the awful deed, and knowing that it 
must be committed bravely, set him 
the example. 

In his presence she stabbed herself 
with a dagger, and then, giving the. 
blood-stained weapon into his hand, . 
she exdaimed, << My Faetus, it is not 
" painful ! '' 

rStained with numberless other 
deaths, the vicious Claudius himself 
died by poison. His second wife, 
Agrippina, a monster of iniquity, and 
the mother of a monster of iniquity, 
the mother of Nero, killed Claudius 
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by putting poison into a dish of mush- 
rooms. He eat of this till he dropped 
down insensible, ind was completely 
dispatched by a poisoned feather being 
put down his throat, under pretence of 
assisting him to clear his stomach by 
throwing up its contents^ 



d by Google 



( 46 ) 



CHAPTER VL 

NERO.' SUKECA. BOADICfiA. 

Nbeo» the son4nJaw of Claudiufr, 
became Emperw instead of his 8(m 
Britannicus, A. C 54 ^ at first he ef- 
fected to be very modest and pradent, 
but he soon shewed his wicked dispo- 
sition first by causing Britannicus to be 
poisoned, and afterwards by ordering 
his mother to be murdered. Perhaps 
a more horrible wretch never existed ; 
he killed persons for his amusement, 
and was never so pleased as when tor- 
turing his fellow-creatures. 

Now let us consider iirhat are our 
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feeliiigs on beboldiqg any hum w b^ing 
in pain ; does not the smallest woun4 
of a sftranger, a beggar, an enemy, 
awaken our pity? and do not we feel 
eager to lessen the torture, and heal 
the sore ? What sort of man must Uiat 
have been, who, contrary to this com- 
mon course of nature, was not merely 
insensible to misery, but rejoiced to 
behold it ? We all often talk c^ N«ro 
and other cruel monst^rs^ but we 
'Scarcely reflect ypon all thp hideous- 
. ness of such characters. 

Among Nero's murders wa? tlttt 
of Seneca, his tutor, a very l^arqed 
philosopher. Nero hated him for be- 
itig wise and virtuous, and sent liim 
orders to destroy himself. • 
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Senc^ received this command with 
grett composure, and would instantly 
have prepared for it, by completing his 
wilL- This favour was. denied, so he 
told his friends, ^* as he was not per- 
<* mitted to give the legacies of money 
^< as he intended, he left them the 
'^ most precious l^acy he could be- 
M queath) his example/' 

The wife of Seneca besought him to 
let her die with him, and when he 
found she was quite serious and very 
earnest, he consented to her wishes^ 
The vein^ of their arms were opened, 
that so. they might both bleed to 
deaths but Seneca^ being old^ hia. 
Mood did not flow readily/ and tliough 
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he was put into a warm bath to make 
it flow more freely, he continaed to 
sufibr long and exquisitely. He bore 
all this torture with patient firmness/ 
and during its continuance dictated a 
discourse, which was written down ias 
be spoke it. At last he died. His. 
wife Paulina fainted away^ and her ser- 
Tants took that opportunity of binding 
up the wounds of her arms. Thus 
her life was saved and she survived 
some years. 

How oflen we hear pf people endu- 
ring pain, and consenting to die, with- 
out a murmur, or a complaint ! Bdt 
do we justly^ appreciate the merits 
of the heroic sufferers ? We applaud 

VOL. III. F 
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them indeed, but we ftpplaiid them 
without sufficient consideration oi 
their merit y what think you of Mutiua 
holding his hand in a fire ? approach 
your finger to the flame of the candle ; 
you quickly draw it back the instant 
you feel the burning heat* Pray then^ 
in future, more truly value the courage 
and resolution of diose persons who 
have well borne ^Iiat you shrink from 
bearing} and not so only, but learn 
by their example, that much can be 
endured, and early prepare yourself to 
imitate the virtue you admire, by en- 
during small pains and sicknesses in si* 
lence and fortitude. We read history 
for improvement as well as amusement ; 
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inrhat improvement? of our hesurts, and 
minds and manners^ certainly ; history 
is thc^ glass in which we see the defor- 
mity of vice, and the beauty of virtue, 
in which we see what to shun, and 
what to. imitate! 

The Britons now made another ef- 
fort to recover their liberty, and a R6- 
man army was sent to subdue them. 
The brave islanders placed themselves 
on the shore, to oppose this coming foe, 
and their Druids joined the soldiers, 
in hopes their venerable appearance 
would assist to appal the enemy y the 
women also were seen running about 
with blazing torches in their bands, 
their hair disheveled, and their dress 
F 2 
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wild and strange* The Romans were 
shocked at this nig^t, and at first gave 
way, but their general Paulinus rally- 
ing them, they fought with their usual 
aoccess, routed the Britons and burn- 
ed the poor old Druids. 

These Druids» or priests, were aocus- 
(omed to perform their religious cer^ 
monies in groves and woods» and the 
misletoe (a plant that grows on treea) 
was used by tbeip in tbes^ ceremonies. 
The Romans cut down the groves, 
;»nd knocked down the altars reared ia 
them. 

But the oppression of the officers 
left to rule- them, and the vast sums of 
money requtr^ed, from themt again 
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drove the Britons to war. Boadicea^ 
Queen of the Ic6ni (one of the Bri- 
tish tribes)^ a spirited woman^ took the 
command of the assembled troops. The 
father of Boadicea^ willing to gratify 
the Romans and preserve his child 
from their oppression, when he died 
left one half of his territory to the 
Romans, that so his daughters might 
be allowed to enjoy their portion. 

But the greedy Romans were not 
satisfied with half j they chose to have 
all, and therefore Boadicea resolved 
to make one effort in defence of her 
rights. 

This Queen appeared in a chariot, . 
and exhorted the soldieri^ to fight man- 
F 3 
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fuUjr. At first she was suocenfUI, but. 
K^ last she was totally defeated, and to 
save herself from the power of the 
pitiless conquerors, she destroyed her- 
self by poison. 

The death of Nero was as horrid as 
bis life had been wicked. A general 
of his, Julii^s Vindex, who was govw# 
nor in Qaul, wished to rid the world of 
such a monster, and declared publickly, 
<< whoever will bring me the head of 
** Nero shall have mine;" andfurtiier 
to prove his disinterestedness, pro« 
ckumed Galba the governor of Spain, 
Emperor. 

The spirit once roused, Nero saw 
hibself on the brink of danger, and 

Digitized by Google 



like a coward fled from Rome. Hear- 
ing he was pursued, he tried to kill 
himself, but his trembling hands fal- 
tered in the deed, and he was indebted 
to the help of one of bis secretaries for 
an easy death. 

He had lived for some days in a 
state of the most abject wretchedness $ 
sleeping in a hole in a hedge amidst 
briars and rushes, feeding on dry bread, 
and cold water. Could any fate be to6 
al^ect for such a wretch? Pray read 
bis history, and say could man more 
debase his nature? 
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CHAPTER VII. 

VBBPASI^. PUNY. JERU8AI.BH 
D£lSTROY£D. 

Galba, though severe^ had many 
good qualities^ and perhaps deselrved 
9 better fate than the one hd eKperi*^ 
enced, fck he was beheaded by some 
revolted troops who had chosen Otihd 
for their king. 

Otho began his reiga weU, by 4^r« 
giving and honouring a person who 
had been friendly to his rival ^Galbaj 
for he said, " fidelity deserves reward.*^ 
He yet further gilded his name hy 
resigning his life» when the tranquillity 
of the state required his death. 
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The army, you will observe, were 
now very powerful both at home and 
abroad, for they raised whom they 
pleased to the throne, and now de- 
Bferting Otho followed another leader. 

When Otho heard of this, and that 
a war must ensue, he set off with m 
wmy to restore peace ; but failing in 
this attempt, he announced his intent 
tion of dying. He thanked his sol* 
diers for their fidelity, and added, ^< I 
•* die to procure your safety. Others 
^* gain praise for governing well ; be it 
•* my praise to resign aa empire, ra- 
^* ther than to injure it by false am- 
« bitipn,'^ 

He then made every prudent ar- 
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rangement for the safety of his^ iOrie^dSt 
and was about to give the fktal biow, 
when he heard a tumult among the 
sddiers. << I will add one day io ttif 
^< life^*' said h^ and devoted himself 
to quelling the riot. At night he stept 
calmly and soundly with two daggers 
under his pillow, imd early the next 
inorning stabbed himself to the heart 
with one of them. 

I think Otho deserves to be remem- 
bered. What think you ? 

Vitellius now became Empercw: j but 
what shall I tell you c^ him, except 
that he was indolent, luxurious^ and 
worthless ? He was massacred by the 
enraged populace, who were at last 
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disgusted by his gluttony and intern- 
perance. 

Vespasian, the general of the re- 
volted troops, was by them created 
Smpwor, A. D* 70. There was still 
a Senate in Rome^ but it had greatly 
changed from the Senate of former 
ticQies. The soldiers and the reigning 
Emperor governed its dictates, and 
consequently Rome was little benefited 
by its counsels. But the Senate now 
gave its sanction to the election of 
Vespasian* He was in Egypt at this 
time, but returned the next year to 
Rome, leaving his son in the command 
of an army with which he was tb be- 
siege Jerusalem* 
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Titus foHy executed tli« comimmd 
of hisfather^ and vigorously attacked 
the Jews* These people had long re- 
sisted tlie Romans, and now assem- 
bling their forces at Jerusalem^ all 
the factions in the city united to op- 
pose the general enemy. 

Tli^ Jews were at first successful, 
but Titus not only ably commanded 
lus soldiers, but himself fought amidst 
them valiantly. Jerusalem was fenced 
by tliree walls, the outer of which 
Titus battered down with huge ma- 
chines. He repeatedly offered pardon 
and mercy to the besieged, but this 
dehided race sconced all his offers. 
So severe was the famine (the want d 
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fix>d), << that it 18 snid^ a mother eat 
"her own child!'* 

To believe this is impossible ; how- 
ever, when Titus heard of this shock- 
ing.action, he vowed to destroy the 
city in which it was perpetrated ; hef 
fulfilled his threat* After six months 
of warfare the city was taken, its fine 
temple burnt, and all its houses and 
walls so completely destroyed, that, 
according to the prophecy of Jesus 
Christ, ^' not one stone was left upon 
^« another/' 

The inhabitants werealmost all cut to 
pieces, and the few Jews who escaped 
were dispersed about into different 
parts of the world, and from that pe- 

vot. in. G 
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nod they have l^n ^ vmndBxing jface> 
straying about in almost every towtf 
and vUlagjS in ]^i!Ope, yd: having ho 
territory of their o^tUi . ■ ■■ ^ 

The soldiers Wid^' to crown Ti^ 
as conqueror, but' be modestly r^fiis^d 

that honor^ saying, *^ He was only an 

^< instrument in the band o£ heaven.!^ 

Vespasian was much pleased with^ 

the success of bis son, and they en^ 

tered Rome togeth^ in triumph* 

This Emperor ordained many beiif^Saal 

arrangements, and so much docojijm^ 

tenanced luxury and eflfeminacy^ t|iat 

he broke a young^ officer, that is, tum-^ 

ed him out of his rank, because he waft 

perfumed. ' * 

Digitized by Google 



Pht^t. 63 

Pliny, the great naturalist, lived at 
this time. He deeply considered the 
works of nature and made discove- 
ries, and wrote book^ which at this 
day are much esteemed. He inspect- 
ed the growth, form, and uses of 
flowers and plants, which study is call- 
ed Botany, and amused himself by ob- 
serving many other parts of nature* 
He lost his life by visiting Mount Ve. 
suvius sooh after an eruption. The 
mephitic, or suffpcating air, it is sup- 
posed, caused his death. Vesuvius, 
you kno\^, iis a high, a very high 
mountain near Naples, in Italy, and 
every now and then from its top issue 
tmdke and fire. This fire is so fierqe 
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that it throws out a liquid flaming mat- 
ter, lava, that runs down the side of 
the hillj burning trees, overwhelming 
fields, and forcing down hduses; in 
short, destroying whatever comes in its 
way> until it reaches the sea, into which 
it finally falls. This lava, when coldt 
becomes hard, and, J believej looks 
like a black cinder } in that state it is 
cut out in pieces, and walls and even 
houses are built with it instead of stone. 
Just about the time of Titus becom* 
ing Emperor, an eruption of Vesuvius 
as it is called, tqoH place, when Pliny 
died, and the lava and ashes from the 
fire entirely overwhelmed two townjs, 
Pompeii i^nd H^pplaneum. So rapid 
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and unexpected was the event) that 
the inhabitants were all smothcFed up 
in the houses and streets, and the lava 
filled from the earth upwards many 
feet above the tops of the houses. 
Veiy lately some of the lava has been 
dug away, and now people can go 
down into the city and see the dried 
skeletons of the poor inhabitants, and 
the furniture of the houses, and every 
thing, in short, in the same state in 
which it was when first overwhelmed. 
The very ruts made in the ground by 
the carts and carriages are plainly dis- 
cernible. There are many published 
accounts of this sad eruption, and of 
the present state of the two unfortii- 
G 3 
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nate cities. If you can procure theie 
books, you will read them with much 
pleasure. 

But we have almost forgotten the 
Emperor of I(ome and his actions. 
The deeds of man qaust always \?e for- 
gotten in the great€;r, oh ! how much 
greater, wori^s of Qod ! 

Vespasian liycd usefully and virtu- 
ously, and died calmly, standing on 
his feet, for he said an E)mperor ought 
so to die. Vespasian was as modest 
as his son, for when the King of Par* 
thia called himself in his letters, 
•• King of Kings,** the Emperor sim- 
' ply wrote his name, Flavins Vespasian. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

TiTVS. AGRICOLA. POMITIAN. 

TVtus peaceably succeeded his fa- 
ther, and became Emperor, A. D. 
79f the very year in which Pliny lost 
his life, and the cities of Pompeii and 
Herculaneum were destroyed by an 
eruption of Mount Vesuvius. . 

It has bi3en said of Vespasian, 
*VThat he was a man in whom power 
*^ ma^le no alteration, except in giving 
^* him the opportunity of doing good," 
and Titus was worthy of being the 
son of so excellent a father. 

It is related of Titus, that one even- 
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ing he broke forth^ into the following 
lamentation, "I have lost a day !" be- 
cause he had past the day without 
performing any service to his fellow 
creatures. This exclamation ought 
to foe continually in our thoughts. 
The meanest, the weakest, the poor- 
est of us can please or oblige some 
friend or relatiw, or neighbour, every 
day of life, and we ought, like Titus, 
to call that day lost in which we have 
not given some pleasure, or bestowed 
some benefit, on a human being. 

I am sorry to say that the most vir« 
tuous persons do not escape censure 
and reprobiition. It would be wise 
therefore for us to take another maxim 
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from Titu$* Whenever he was unde* 
9ervedly scandalized^ be would say^ 
" WhUst I do nothing worthy of re- 
'^ proach, I need not be grieved that 
'^ I am ceniured^^' 

But perhaps the most meritorious of 
his actions was the self-controul, and 
lelf-denial with which he acted in a 
very trying situation. 

He bad long loved a beautiful and 
accomplished young woman, Berenice, 
sister to Agrippa, fcii^ of Judea ; Bere* 
nice also loved him tenderly, but Titus 
soon found that the Romans were 
desirous that he should not marry her; 
in spite therefore of her tears and 
blandishments, in spite of his own 
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ibudliess and attachment, be sent her 
fpom hitn^ and denied himself the hap« 
j^ess of making her. his wife. iRe-' 
n^ber, that when Titus performed 
this heroic action, he was a powerful 
UQvemsffi, that he was: in love, ^and 
had Qothing but his consciesice to go- 
vern him. 

It was about thii^time that Agricola^ 
ihe fitmous Roman generally made ex* 
tensive conquests iw Britain. The 
daughter of this bravte oikcet married 
Tacitus the celebrated historian, who 
has written so interesting an account 
^f Agricola* Agricola conquered part 
of Wales, and made himself master of 
Mona (now called Uie island of An-» 
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^esea) ; he also marched into Caledooib 
(Scotland), and defeated the nathFesii 
collected under their chief Galgacufo 
After extending the power of the Il<^ 
man empire, he employed himself in 
refining and instructing the peopjie h^ 
had subdued. Indeed the Romans are 
greatly applauded for always pursuing 
this course^ and parrying knowledge 
and^dvilizaticm with conquest amiong 
thjQ barba^us nations. Agricola \mH 
several forts in Scotland, and not only 
erected houses and temples himfiiklf» 
but urged the Britons to do sq: fc^ 
themselvesi 

Agricola was recajled frorftBritftlft 
))y Domittan aft» the death of Tituni 
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tod it if said ke was poism^d by that 
wicked wretch. When I teli yoo 
that it is supposed that Domitian 
caused the death of his brother Titus^ 
you WiH not wonder at any other crime 
he perpetrated. After a happy and 
prosperous reign of little more than 
two years continuance, Htus sickened 
and died. He left behind him an 
enviable character, and was distill- 
gufehed by this epithet, « Titu* the 
^f delight of humankind ! ^ 

What shall 1 tellyou of Domitian? 
%liat but that he succeeded his bro* 
ther, and was in all things unlike to 
him I He persecuted the Christians ; 
he WM cruel^ hypocritical, perfidious. 
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He once invited a large party, as for 
an entertainment, and had them usher- 
ed into a room hiing with black, with 
only just so many lights as would dis<» 
close the horrors of the scene. Black 
coffins bearing the name of the guests 
were arranged around j and hideous 
looking men, bearing torches and 
flaked swords; rushed into the apart- 
ment. The party, knowing the fero- 
cious temper of the Emperor, of 
course expected instant death, and 
were struck with horror. Domitiaa 
long ei^joyed their dismay, and when 
tired of the wicked joy of beholding 
misery, he sent orders for his alarmed 
quests to return to their houses. 
VOL. in. H 

Digitized by Google 



7i ooiimAii. 

Ttey all indeed escaped witirout bd» 
dily hurt } but bofw severe inuat have 
been their mental sufferings, how miisl 
% that mind be constitoted that found a 
delight in creating and beholding 
wretchedness ? 

Dotnitian was murdered A.Cvd^. 
His name is indeed recorded in hisibry^f 
because he was a public character, bet- 
cause be was the Emperor of Rome ; 
but for vfb^t is he celebrated? for 
his vices. How is he jrememb^:^? 
with detestation ! 

Agricola» the beneficent ruler of 
Britain, is celebrated^ not for his radk 
but for his actions; is reis^mberedt not 
with horror, but with tespoct. Let 
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US be thankful tfaat we can all of us 
deserve^ if we do not receive the es- 
teem bestowed on Agricola : for we 
can all of us be ireful and vir^iious in 
our stations. The raidc of Domitian 
was his misfortune: it gave more^ li- 
cense to his wicked temper^ it gave 
xnpre publicity to his wicked actiops« 
He disgraced his title — Agricola gav^ 
or^dit to his hum|)ler name. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

MERVA. TRAJAN. ADRIAN. 
PLUTARCH. 

Whilst Rome was falling into luxu- 
ry and licentiousness, the various coun- 
tries under her dominion were ris- 
ing into refinement and information. 
Great Britain, Germany, and Gaul 
were especially advancing in learning 
and civilization, S9 that the Romans 
bestowed benefits on the countries they 
conquered, fully equal to the worth of 
the tributes and the authority they 
claimed. Some of these countries oc- 
casicmally made an effort to recover 
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ihdr liberty » and though these efforts 
failed, they bespoke tiie unconquered 
«pirit of those nations, and teaching 
them war, led to their future liberation. 

Because a general of his had sub- 
iiued a revolt of the Germans, Domi- 
tian took the name of Germanicus^ al- 
ithough he had himself i;iot eve» seen 
the enemy^ having only mar4Qbi64 9n 
ajony out of llome and marched it liack 
!again. 

After the murder of Domitian, the 
jSenate quietly chose Nerva for their 
Emperor. Nerva was an old but vir- 
tuous man; his disposition was too 
gentle fpr the Eomans at that tinje. 
You have #ew tbat they were becofn- 
H 3 
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ing luxurious and insolent, and needed 
restraint more than indulgence. With- 
out firmness, you knoM^, there can be 
no virtue j for it is of little avail that 
we think and feel rightly, if we have 
not firmness to express our thoughts, 
if we have not firmness to act accord- 
ing to our feelings. Thus it happened, 
{hat with the best intentions Nerva 
performed no services to his country, 
and died of a fever after a short reign 
of little more than a twelvemonth. 

Trajan was chosen by Nerva to suc- 
ceed him^ and this choice was perhaps 
the only, as it was certainly the high* 
est^ benefit ever conferred by_ him on 
\^ subjects.. Trajan was gres^t as ^ 
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general, wise as a king, good as a man. 
He conquered many foreign nations ; ^ 
yet on his return to Rome, he entered 
it without pomp or noise. He refused 
a public triqmph, a refusal which as- 
sured to him the silent and heartfelt 
applause of all men. In passing through 
conquered countries he peither taxed 
nor ravaged them, and seemed always 
more intent on bestowing happiness 
than in asserting authority. 

Plutarch, the charming biographer, 
who has written so many amusing his- 
tories of great men, was the tutor, or 
preceptor of Trajan. Plutarch was a 
Greek philosopher, and not much older 
than his pupil. It is mentioned of PIu-^ 
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lajrch that he would never punish any 
one when he was in a passion, because 
he thought he. should then punii^ un^ 
wisely and unjustly^ and omresaid to » 
slave who had greatJy provoked fairo> 
^ I will not beat you now because I am 
" Wgry/* We can all understand tkm 
good sense and ktimaiii^ of such ^n^ 
duct, for we caa all «nderstao4 how 
4]iflferently we judge when we ace en- 
raged^ and when we ai*e calm. When 
Trajan became Emperor Fh^rch 
wrote him a delightful letter^ which 
would itttich {dease you to read ; asjc 
your friends to shew it to you, or you 
xan find it for yourselves in the life of 
Plutarch attached to his Biography 
of celebrated Men; 
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Many are the interesting anecdotes 
recorded of Trigan ; there is one that 
particularly denotes his noble, liberal 
mode of thinking. Once, when pre- 
senting a sword to an officer (the Prae* 
feet of the Frcetorian bands), he said, 
*^ If I do well, use' this sword ^y&r me j 
^^ if I do ill, use this sword against me/' 

He built a bridge across the wide 
river Danube. Look for it in the map. 
He had ambassadors from India to 
congratulate him. He shewed his con- 
fidence in his friend Sura, just as Alex<- 
ander had shewn it towards his physi- 
cian Philip. You must peruse the sto- 
ry in GoldsmiUi's History of Rome 
aomed^iy* 
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A sulyect of this exoeUeat WMter 
shewed as much grMtoess of mind m 
his sovereign. IxHiginas, a Bomav 
vgeoeral, had been tak«a prisoner by 
the I^ians. Their king» Deoebilu^ 
said he would kill his captive if T^^ 
jan would not consent to terms of 
peace* Trajan replied, that 1^ life 
of an individud must not beset against 
the welfare of a whole people, and re;- 
fiised the demanded treaty $ and Lon- 
ginus killed himsdf that he might 00 
longer be a caose of dispute* 

I ^old you Trajan persecuted the 
Christians, but he afterwards stopped 
these persecutions, because Pliny, tiie 
nephew of the naturalist, beij^ gDyei& 

Digitized by Google 



ABKtAV. 88 

ncif of 'Bkhynhf wrote him an ac<* 
eDunt of the qnv^ and virtuc^s beha*» 
tkmrofiiieChristiBm. Tt^ Jews again 
broke out into rebellion^ and iiuuaa« 
ered thousands of tiheir fellow crea^ 
tures in thei^and of Cyprus and the 
other pbces where they resided, \mt 
thiy were soon subdued and punished^ 

Ti^an mdde iliany conquests, but it 
is not for tbem ^at he is resibtrnedi 
The Bomani honored his menioryi 
becausef for neady twenty yeai% 
he caused their do(M8tic prosperity; 
He died at Seleuda of an apQ(dexy, 
A.D.1I8. 

A^an, the next Emperor, was the 
nqptew tif Tri^ i he was of a Spanish 
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fiimily^ and when he asdeiided the 
throne, the extent of the Roman em^ 
pire» and the influence of the Roman 
power was at the greatest point Adri-^ 
an was brave, learned, accomplished, 
and amiaUe. He thought the empire 
was too vast, and therefore gave up 
part of the conquests of Trigan. He 
visited Germany, Graul, Holland, 
Great Britain, and Spain. He erected 
a strong wall of mud and plahks bet 
tween England and Scotland across the 
island, to prevent, the Picts and other 
northern barbarians from disturbing 
the Britons. 

He went to Athens, long resided 
there, and caused^ himself to be elected 
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archoh of that celeJjrated city. He 
crossed over to Africa, and rebuilt 
Carthage, naming it Adrianople after 
himself. He softened the persecution 
of tbe Christians, and seemed going 
about the world dispensing good. The 
Jews rising upon the Christians and 
Romans in Judea and putting numbers 
of them to death, the Romans reta- 
liated jby massacring nearly six hun* 
dred thousand of that outcast race. 

Adrian died, after a painful illness^ 
in the twenty-second year of his reign. 
Being ignorant of the blessed hopes 
inspired by the Christian religion, he 
did not look forwards to a future state, 
and when almost expiring, uttered the 

VOL. III. I 
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foflowing lineSb I give th^m in Latin 
as a pleasant exercise for translatimi : 

Animula, vagtda blandulaf 
Hospes comesque corporis^ ' 

' ' Quis nunc alibis in hca, 

P(Mididay riguUty nudtda^ 
.NeCf ut soUt, daUsJaoo9. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE AGE OF THE ANTONIKES. 

The period of which I am going to 
ipeaky is distinguished as ^^ the age c^ 
^ the Antoriines,** that is, £he age in 
which two virtuous Emperors of that 
name bestowed peace and felicity over 
the world. The Romans being now 
masters of almost every inhabited 
country, the conduct of their rulers 
decided the fate of all other nations. 

Antoninus, surhamed the Pious, 
from his extraordinary merit, was cho- 
sen by Adrian to succeed him. He 
protected the Christians, declaring his 
I 2 
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resolution not to allow any sect to be 
harassed because of their religion* 
He was so generous, that to relieve 
want iind poverty he gave away even 
his private property, and said, that 
when he became a public character he 
ought to have no private interests and 
possessions ; he was mild, yet firm, po- 
lished, yet, not luxurious. 

The power of Rome was now spread 
over a large portion of Europe, and 
great part of Asia and Africa. The 
Chinese indeed lived undisturbed ex-- 
cept by domestic broils, and were at 
this time in a high state of civiliza- 
tion; the petty princes occasionally 
^juarrell^d among themselves, but the^ 
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never invaded foreign nations, nor did 
foreign nations invade them. The 
Tartars, their neighbours, were their 
only foes, and to keep them out of 
China, the ancient mode of raising a 
vail was adopted ; this celebrated wall^ 
though partially built before, was not 
completed until A. C. 214. 

The Chinese pretend to trace back 
their history to a very ancient date. 
The princes or kings of the small priq- 
cipalities, seem to have early been 
jTuied by one great chief, or Emperor* 

It has been said that the game of 
chess was invented, many years before 
the Christian era, by a Chinese Gene- 
ral, to amuse his troops iduting a long 
cessatioHof arms. 
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Pray bear in tqind that whilst Rome 
was flourishing, as queen of the Euro- 
pean nations, the Chinese were exist- 
ing in a state of wealth and refinement, 
and governing a veiy large portion rf 
Asia; it is, however, generally thought 
that their knowledge was by no means 
equal to what they preten4 it to have 
been. 

The tribes of India were also at 
this time an ingenious people, and 
traced their origin to the highest anti- 
quity. You remember that Sesostris 
had invaded some part of India, and 
that Alexander the Great had also vi- 
sited the shores of the Ganges, and 
jconque/ed Porus, an Indian king ; but 
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these people continued to be governed 
by their own princes, and to enjoy 
their own peculiar laws, customs, and 
religion. Some of their princes,, as I 
have already mentioned, sent ambas? 
sadors to Rome to offer congratula- 
tions to Trajan ; thus China and India 
were almost as civilized and as learned 
in the age of the Antonines as they 
are now^ You will find the history of 
those nations singularly amusing ; and 
as for many centuries they subsisted 
apart from every European countrji:, 
the accounts of them must be read in 
a separate form, as they do not min- 
^e with other histories. 

But to return to Antoninus Pius j it 
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was A favourite saying of his, that he 
had more pleasure in saving the life of 
one citizen than in destroying the 
lives of one thousand enemies. Ac- 
cording to this doctriue, this most ex- 
ceHent of all the Roman i^mperors 
plainly proves, that good sovereigns 
love peace better than war, and that 
nations possess most comfort and vir^ 
tue in a period of tranquillity. War 
may bring conquests and renown, but 
seldom, perhaps never, does it increase 
nitibhal prosperity. Defensive war 
is necessary andlionorable ; we oUght 
to fight to protect our liberty and 
rights, but to fight merely for conquests 
land glory is never necessary, and sel- 
dom honorable. 
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Antonmus, according to the- wishes 
of AdnaiH had adopted Marctis Aure- 
Uus for his successor, and nian'ied him 
to his youngest daughter Faustina j this 
good Emperor di^ of a fever, after 
twenty three years peaceful reign, 
aged ^5. 

Marcus Aurelius succeeded his fa- 
ther-in-law, and took the name of An- 
toninus; he associated his brother 
Lucius Verus in the government with 
him^ But Lucius was a most unworthy 
character, and disgraced the Roman 
name wherever he went ; fortunately 
he died soon, and thus Marcus Aure*- 
lius became sole Emperor. 

He W9S 9Q l^urned that he iir called 
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in history Antoninus Phik>8ophu9) and 
he wrote a work entitled ^ Medita^ 
^ tioiis^^ wMch contains much excellent 
advice. He sold ail liis own plate and 
jewels to pay the expenses of a war- 
like expeditioOy rather than hurdea 
hid subjects with new taxes ; his faults, 
for he had ftuhs, consisted in his weak 
mdulgeace of his vicious brother, his 
worthless wi£b, and foolish son. He 
^as also apt to be proud of his learn- 
ing, and sometinres forgave faults 
which ought not to have bfeen forgiven ; 
for it is the duty of all men, more es- 
pecially of kings and rulers, to check 
vice by punishing it, as well as to 
promote virtue by rewarding it* 
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strove to dkf\zc0 him and ))8f»mie 
^Imperor himself}, AurqUus declared be. 
would give up the eippire without 
bloodshed^ if 1ml abdicatioai would 
prove beneficial for his pe<^e« But 
Avidius was slain by bis owu oflkers ; 
tnd when his head was braugbt to Au- 
relius, he ordered it to be decei^y 
burieds and behaved with great ^aky 
to the rest of th^ xebefau WhenaMie 
' one said Avidius would not have be^ 
haved so mercifully had he been can-* 
^uercur, ftureHus simply rqplwif ^* I 
<^ never reined so carelesify not 
*^ served die gods so ill» as to feai tibat 
** Avid»[» would ever be tb« con* 
•* queror/* 
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He t«aa $&zed mth the plague tt 
Vieana, and died in the fifty-ninth 
year of h» age» after a glorious reign 
of nineteen years. 

He left a son, Commodus, who suc- 
ceeded hinr, and desired that he might 
be taught, ^< that po wealth would sa-^ 
^ tisfyt a tyrant^ and no guards defend 
^< him y iioA ctnei princes never reign 
*[ lon^f and that those in power must 
^< govern themselves, because ^hey 
*< have iio on^ who has a right to go- 
^« vern theoh'' 

CopMbodus did not profit either by 
his fat}ier*s example or his father's [^e- 
cepts* He was as ignorant and con« 
temptible as he was Vicious and cmiel. 
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and verified his father's words; for 
though be was so fearful of danger 
that he shaved himself lest his barber 
should use the razor to cut his throat, 
yet was he murdered in the thirty-first 
year of his age. Perhaps some of 
the faults of Commodus arose from 
his father's madness and indulgence. 
It is ^he duty of parents to control 
their children, and those children who 
are wisely controled and checked turn 
out the best and happiest men and 
wome^.^ Think of youFselves and 
your playfellows, and you will plainly 
s6e, that pets and spoiled children are 
plagues to themselves and to all around 
them. 

vou lit. K 
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CHAPTER XL 

•ARACBMS. GOTHS. CELTS. HUMS. 

You have already been told that the 
empire of Rome was. in its most flpu? 
risbing condition in the age o{ the 
Antonines* I fear you will, obaervei 
that from that period it ^dually de^ 
clii^d from power aod .prosperity. . 
. Commodus was a worthless Emper 
ror, and was followed by many others 
equally worthless. About this tim^ 
the Saftcens are first mentioned in 
history* / 

1 dare say you remember reading in 
the Bible^ that Abraham had a son 
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named I^hmaeU wfaamth his mother 
were sent away^ and almost perished 
in the desert. I dare say you dso re- 
smmber that; Joseph was scAd by hb 
brothers to some Ishmai^tet. WeII» 
these Ishmaeliten were the descend- 
ants of Ishmaeli and like him were 
wanderers in the desert. The Isht^ 
fnaelites wer^ also called Arabs, and 
one tribe of the Arabs were distin^ 
goished by the appellation of Sai^acens. 
Afterwards Saracen became the com- 
mon name for almost all Arabs. Look 
for Arabia, you will find it bounded on 
one side by the Red Sea. 

The Saracens are now noticed as 
^mng some advantages over the Ro. 
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mans. You will bear more of tbem 
by and by* 

The soJdjers placed Pertinax, a man 
of huoibSe birth, on the throne^ as the 
successor to Commodus. The history 
of Pertinax is curious* He was the 
son of a jslave, and kept first a small 
shop, and then a school ; next he stu« 
died the law« and afterwards he be^ 
eame a soldier^ He was then made 
Consul as a reward for his services, an4 
banished by Commodus ; recalled^ and 
sent to Britain, where in a battle he 
w>as left for dead on the field. Again 
iq Africa his life was ininominent dag- 
ger, so that on returning to Kome he 
jdeyof^jl bim^eJf to rejirp«p.eiit; »ntil 
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the soldiers fixed upon him to be thei^ 
sovereign. If all this teally hap{)enedi 
I think the account of Pertinax would 
jg:ive f^aterials for a longhand amusing 
story. He seems to have risen to 
rank by the excellence of his charac* 
ter, and to have fallen from it, by the ^ 
degeneracy of the Romans; for in 
three months the same people, who had 
<;ai|sed his elevation paused his death. 
He was massacred A. P. 1^3, and 
after hfs death the soldieris put up th6 
empire to sale. 'Jliis is very strange, 
but very true. Didius Jplianus was 
the highest bidder, and was conse** 
quently proclaimed Emperor. He' was 
quite unworthy this high honor, an4 
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veiy diortlj had bis head ntxyidf, off hy 
jcomaancl of the Senators. 

3evemsy the next Emperor, was 
elected both hf the army and the 
.S^enatjeu > 

Severus besi^ed and took Byzan«> 
Jtium, and cruelly murdered its inhabi- 
tants. Byzantium was built many 
icenturies before Christ Severus also 
visited Britain, and built a stone wall, 
to defend the Britons from the inroads 
of the Caledonians. This wall croJBses 
the island from the German Ocean to 
the Solway Frith, imd is still known by 
his name, ** Severus*s wall.** He died 
at York from grief at the wicked cour 
duct of his son Caraca^la. 
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The Caledonian^ Wj^re .converted ^^ 
Christianity about this time ; and near. 
York there may be seen two mounds^ 
PT rather hills, called " Sevenis's hills,** 
which are supposed to have been 
jraised either oyej the bodies of sol- 
diers slain in battle, or as monuments 
to the honor of Severus. The country 
adjacent being very flat, there is )ao 
4oubt these hills were artificially form- 
ed. I have often looked upon thei^ 
with pieasur)^ 

Caracalia succeeded his father Se- 
vverus. When J tell you that he mur* 
dered his young brother Geta^ in the 
arms of his mother, you will desire to 
hear no more of this monster. After 
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a orael reign of six years, he was 
stabbed t>n ti)e back by a soldier, and 
so died as inglorioudy as he had lived, 
Macrinus succeeded CaracaUa, and 
was almost equally worthless; when 
he was miirdered, die soldiers made 
HeUqgabulus, a boy of fourteen, their 
Bmp^ror, I have not patience to teft 
you of the excesses of this weak and 
misi^able Emperor. like many of th^ 
others, he was also killed by the sotr 
diers in the fourth year of his reign, 

I turn firom the disgusting history of 
the degenerated Rom^^ns, to infonn 
yqu of a people Qalle4 Goths, who 
ftbowt tiws time becwne tributary to 
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Bome. Fourteen hundred years be- 
fore Christ, a barbarous people called 
Goths^ or Scythians, came from the 
north, and crossing the Araxes {a 
river that falls into the Caspian sea) 
overran many countries of Europe^ 
Now pray do not confuse the^e peo- 
ple with the Celts, for the Celts are 
.«aid to have come from the neigh- 
i}ourhood of tlie Pyrenees. The 
Fyrenee^s are mountains that divide 
Spain from GauL A^ C. 500, the 
Goths drove the Celts into Gaul, where 
Cae^r found them. Tribes of the 
Celts peopled part of Scotland, Ire- 
land, and Wales. They were remark- 
jable for their Druids. The Druids 
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^tre ftt die saltee time priests and 
t:hief goveraors, and were generally 
yery learned mesu The Gotbs had 
Qot any Pruids. l%e Gothic and 
Celtic language^ differed greatly : in 
idior^ these were distinct people. The 
Hms were anotiierbtf barous race, who 
cnpJginaUy came frem Tartfuyv 
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^ CHAPTER XII. : 

ZBNOBIA. FRANKS. VIMG^L. 

A^£B SO many ba4 Emperors, It if 
refreshing ^o tneet with ^ gOod^KM^ 
Alexander, the successor of. Hdk^iw 
bulus, was a mild and 9enayile{Nriiice.| 
but the Romaa nation was no longer 
capable of appreciating merit, or wor^ 
thy of possessing it. AltJbou^ th.eir 
prince gained many, victories^ and 
caused much reforma};ion in the abuses 
induced by fprmer Emperors ; although 
he was temperate, gentle, and accomr 
plished; yet was he murdered by the 
soldiery in the thirteenth year of his 
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reigiu Alexander was fortunate in 
having.a wise and virtuous woman for 
his mother. Ah ! how much depends 
on the treatment children receive from 
their parents, especially from their 
mothers! Commodus had a wicked 
mother, the worthless Faustina, and a 
too indulgent father* Mammsa, the 
mother of Alexander, was a wotnan of 
sense and merit. To her he prohably 
owed the virtuous habitsthat signalized 
his re^, for he was only sixteen when 
he ascended the throne. 

It was one of the maxims of Alex* 
ander, "that he who bought power 
f« would think himself entitled tb^ell 
•• it," and therefore he would never 
•How th6 8£de of places^^d offices. 
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MaxtmUii the general who had im|;i« 
gateii the s^diera ta kill Atexandeii 
was chosen by them to succeed hii»« 
He was remarkable-^fcir what? the 
excess df his vices^ and the gigantic 
stEe of his body. Maximin was dght 
feet and a half high» and so strong that 
he could draw a carriage which two 
os^n could not move.* He could eat 
&rty pounds of meat every day» and 
drink six gallons <^ wine without beiog 
intoxicated. But as I can hear of no 
good action he performed, or wise say« 
ing he uttered, I shall only tell you 
that the soldiers massacred him. The 
£mperot*s who succeeded him are so 
* GolcUmiA. 

VOL. in. L 
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worthid8g| that I cannot vrrite about 
ttooi. tliek Mattes you wHl see itt 
die table I hai!^ drawn ^t 

As Rome becatae Jb^Uo and vm^m, 
th0 Baiibarians began to asaertl^r 
rights, and sbake off the yoke of tbe«» 
eonqwsrocs. Tte O^rthan tribes^ were 
j&equently revolting. The Oauls and 
Britons now and then made effiwto 
against their governors. Above ail,< 
tlie Ootfas were per petualfy ru^di^ 
down in swarms upon some proyince 
or other of this vast empire* 

Claudius 11. a brave and virtu(»is 
Emperor, supcessfuHy opposed these 
Barbarians ; they had ravaged M^ce* 
donia and Greece, and even gready 
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kijurecl Athens ; as the Romans were 
irnKTe formed for arm^ tliati arts, they 
had resorted to Athens to aequire the 
politer accomplisbments. The Goths 
had no respect for learning and tastei 
Md were alwafs^ careless how much 
they injured books/ sculpture^ and 
paintings, {"or this reason you know 
it is eVen in our days a common ex« 
pression to call rude unlettered persons 
Goths and Vandals. 

Zenobia, Queen of Palmyra, some^ 
times called Queen of the East, wasa 
woman of singular spirit and resolu-^ 
tion. Palmyra was a magnificent city 
of Syria, the ruins of which are yet 
TisiUe, and mark the magnificence 
L 2 
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of its oc^nal state. I believe il h 
iioWi genefally supposed/ thirt; Balbec 
and JPalmyra sie two names for the 
laatoe plate. ^/There is. no histofy. of 
this city. .A single writer asserts that 
the fine temple'of Balbec was built by 
Antoninus Pius. - ^ 
, Zenobia» after many valorous enter- 
prizes^ was &laUy conquered by- the Em- 
peror Aureliani the dty of Palmyra 
submitted to his p.ower« and after the 
captive queen bad graced his triumph 
sb^ was permitted to live in comfort 
and privacy. 

Many small tribes of Germany unijU 
ed themselves under ttie name of 
<< Franks/' about this time^ and began 
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to make inroads on the Germans, and 
oflbr resista^e to the Romans* These 
Franks afterwards conquered Gaid, 
and gave the name of France to that 
fine country* 

Just before Diocletian became Em- 
peror of Rome, the Romans had gent 
an embassy to China, inthich wasith&a 
Uk vast and flourishing empire. But 
akhougH the Romans seem to have 
been as ambiti<»is as^ ever, yet thek 
power was evidently pn the decline, and 
was iK)w much shaken by the.inroadi 
of the barbarous nations, or theq^Moltf; 
of sub^ugjated provinces* 
. Fiqgs4> . kipg 0^ MorMqp, liied al^^tit 
tfaift timet* You wiUi 09#jday nsA viiith 

L 3 
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great del%ht some charming poems 
that describe his aetions ; they lyre call-^ 
ed *' Ossian's Pqems/' as it was pre- 
tended they were written by Ossiiui^ 
But it is generally believed that they 
were chiefly the composition df Mr. 
Macpherson^ the gaitlemanwho pub*- 
lishedthem) why he should not acknow^ 
ledge hiEkving written pieces of so high 
beauty and merits is a riddle difficult to 
b^ esplained. You will all exclaim^ 
why any rational person should assert 
the thing that is not true^ must ever 
be itexplioible ! One point is certain, 
that whoever foe their authofi the 
'Poems of « Ossian miist ever ^ bt ad- 
*inired| must evei* be read witii delight 
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The north-east coast of Scotland it 
is supposed was anciently called Mor* 
ven. Morven signifies a ridge of high 
hills. The Caracnl mentioned in these 
poems is Caracalla, son of Severus, 
and Severus is himself denominated 
'* King of the World/' 



d by Google 



( 116 ) 



CHAPTER XIII. 

DIOCLETIAN. CONSTANTIUS. QSSIAK* 

We are now come to tbe year 234 
after Christ, when Diocletian waa 
chosen for his m^rit ia be Emperopr of 
Rome. 

Pray now pause, and observe three 
things. First, that, in spite of peme- 
cution, tbe Christian religion was ra- 
pidly gaining ground. Secondly, that 
the Roman empire having become too 
vast to subsist as one government, was 
gradually weakening and diminii^ing. 
And thirdly, that tbe several kingdoms 
of Europe were advancing in refine- 
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tnent and power. We have seea tiiat 
China and India both attained a high 
degree of learning and civilization iq 
very early times^ Egypt was next en* 
lightened, then Greece, and ksdy 
Rome. From Italy, knowledge and 
politeness spread over Europe, and we 
shall see^ that in modern times 4;hey 
have been wafted to America.* 

.It48 pleasant to stop sometimes, and, 
turning from war and policy, ^ive up 
our thoughts to the contemplation of 
the progress of improvement in tli^ 
minds and manners of different na- 
tions. I hope you will do so often* 

* The light of the mmd, like the light of the 
«un, .trayelling from^ast to west. 
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: E>iodetttii..fouttd .ike eijipire too 
^tend^ for fakn to govern rightly^ 
and i3kBre£on selected Mltsimiatt as 
his aesocmte in {tower* Tfetese two 
£Heiids lived vay amicibly together^ 
and vmy ably supported the dignity of 
Botti^ and very braVely exposed her 
numerous .enenties. Afteir some years 
skilful govarnmtet they both resigned 
tlttk di^nities.^ Diocletian lived in 
peaceful retirement, cultivating his 
garden^ and c^ifiMsii^ himself more 
luppy in his hmdble than in bis ele- 
vated station. Maximkn, being of a 
less amiable diqiositiony afterwards 
strove to H^n his autboi^ity^ and 
being otherwise tmfoulenty was cmi^ 
pelled to desti^oy himself. 
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ConstwtiUs and ^Galerkii^Oiilid' been 
elected Censors b^ the fbrnMrfiin^ 
voTB, as the first step to higher ^ifgi^ty ; 
9nd on the abdicMion of Diodtttiaii 
andlfaxinaaiiy became joint Bmpercm, 

Goiistantius went over to Britaioi. 
and resided at Yoxk. In that fine old 
city he wa(s taken iH, and tibere he 
dtody after teving named his son Om^ 
stantine for his successor. GalHenus 
and others totlght to pfeventi&e ac- 
cession of Consfamtine ; but G^dliiinm 
dying shortly of a severe disease, Cd&> 
staiitihe in a few montlus ccmtrived 
to make himself i9ole Emperor of Borne, 
and for his many good ^aUtiet and 
heroic actions was denominated Oon» 
stantine the Great* 
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y^Mw DiQfiUtim ^B» on the throne^ 
CarnusiHa» BniactiFe^iuivaLolScer^ electa 
ed hioiself sovexeigp of Britaiii» and 
reigttsd there ynth grec^t ability fof; 
eight or teqi years. He was ^murd^red 
hy Ajiectu?, his pretended fri^df who 
(ssumcd the ^d^oity of which he had 
dfipiii^ Carpupiiis# But^Const^ntitts 
QOflqiiared and* killed the usurper, . and 
«fas wdcomed as the friend of Britain, 
becaute he saved leondpn from, b^i^ 
pillaged by the. Gauls and Saxons, who 
were in the service of Alectus. It 
seeQis that Britain had now a fleet and 
^ities^ The. city of York as^ that of 
Iiondon weroTbiiilty an^of c^mrse many 
oMiers* ' 
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The natives were beginning to learn 
the arts of life, from their conquerors, 
the Romans. 

Ossian, the son of Fingal, dotirished 
aboiit this time, A. D; 812.' I have 
already said that his natee has been af^ 
£xed to some beautiful poems. 

The Britons had lefdmt to make 
wines, A. D. 276} aikl were, I dare 
S9y, as much more polislted from what 
they^had originally been, as they are 
mwftom what they were then. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

CCWSTAKTIKE THE GRJKAT* 

CoNnrA?fri^E^^thQ Great mwt l^yi^ 
a cbiq[>tf t tq himf§l£ U^i^ly «bpw€4 
a regard f<ff the Cbris^n ]?^^gi9II, SMl4 

wi»fp|ie bee»ti|e::E2f9pi^r,vke;iS|is^4)i» 
ina^te^ Cbristi^w ftom their ifem* 
called condition. . He not only fipSm^ 
edChriatsanity himaetft be alao rocHHn? 
mended its adoption to bis sul]gect8, and 
without acting with severity towards 
the religion of Rome* be effectually 
promoted the interests of Christianity. 
He called an assembly of Bbh<^s, and 
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loiher churclmidOi to assilst in the ata^ 
i>lishAie]it of the Christian retigtontiiia 
puib form. This ^as called ^ the 
« Coiin^il of Nice.*' Nice was a city 
in^t^ynia^ and Bithynia wm in Asia, 
Wii 9 now called Natolia. Athana^ 
mm attended this council. The creed 
^or belief that bears his name, the 
Athanasian Creed, was however not 
written by him, but composed many 
years after his death. The Nidene 
Creed was the (me produced at Nice 
and derives its name from that place. 
I jtold you that St. Peter was called 
: tiie first Pope of Rome, although it is 
bdieved he never visited that dty. 
Tet all popes caUed ihemselves the 
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«ieceflBOn. 4^ St. Fetar. Thus the 
JBithop of Rome when he took the 
name and office of pope, xfeeiP^d him- 
Mlf the head of the chitrch^ and daim- 
^extensive influence and authority. 

Christianity is said to have been 
introduced into Britain A. D« (SO ; 
und the precession of it by Const^ 
tine, more widdy and firmly diffiksed 
it through that island. 

Constantine. having conquered hk 
foreign foes, devoted himself to govern 
the empii?e wisely and beo^icentlx. 
Fourteen years q£ uodisturbed peace 
proved his able administration/ But 
prospomis as was his public career, 
his imvate life was darkened m^ 
sorrows, if not stained with crimes. 
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By his first wife^ Minervena, he had 
a son, Crispus^ a youth of extraordi- 
n^ promise; brave, polished, and 
dutiful. You will be shocked to hear 
tiiat tills interesting young matt was 
put to death in the bloom of life, by 
the oommand of his father* This 
strange, afiaix is variously accounted 
for } the most probable explanation i$ 
the foUowingf Constantiqe's secnmd 
wife Fausta had many 9hiI4^n> and 
probably desirous to secure the suc- 
cession to her own sons, irritaled her 
husband with falsehoods roffp^ng 
the guiltless and aowab}i3 Qpbpusi. It 
i0ems that when tOQ h^$ Co^^Qtine 
discovered the mjq^tiee be had com** 
M 3 
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mittedy and bitterly lamented his rash* 
ness and cruelty. . * 

The Roman -• p^le were enraged 
with die loss of their iavourite princet 
and long and loudly murmured at his 
sad fate. Constantine, perhaps wound? 
ed by these complaints, or no longer 
at ease in a place that reminded him of 
fai^ lost child, Jremoved the seat of 
empire to Bya^ntium, where he erect- 
ed a splendid city^ and named it frdm 
himself Constantinopole. The court 
of course accompanied the Emperor, 
and thus^ the new city rapidly increas- 
ed in extent smd magnificence. 

It is thmight thattMs removal of the 
court to Constantinopole gave the 
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finiftbiQg s^olce to liie downfisdl of 
Rome ; from that periodi *' the queen 
" of cities/' lost her right to that 
title and the Roman empire b^un to 
shake to its foundati<»». As this 
event produced such important conse*- 
qtienceSy it will be useful for you to 
remember when it took place. 

** "Rome was deserted by Constantine, 

*^ In the year three hundred and twenty-nine." 

This rude couplet will perhaps assist 
you to remember this date it records. 

The Goths inunediately took advan- 
tage of the removal of the Emperor^ 
to rush down upon the Roman pro- 
vinces^ and w^e Qot driven bade till 
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they bfid ravaged aiid laid imste It l«rf« 
tmct of country. 

Once more at peace, die Emptor 
divided his immeme empire betwMa 
his three soosi jand tfaisdivinonitoSp' 
tfibuted sliU farther to hasten ihe 
decUne of the Eoo^n poiit^er* Coa- 
stantine at length h0g%tt tQ 4nd the 
approaches of a disorder which soon 
threatened his life, fie now therefore 
gave the last testimony of his religious 
lidief and'was baptissed at Niccmedia. 
Soon after Im received the holy sacra- 
msat^ ahd expired in aitadvanced age, 
and after a glorious reign of thirty^wo 
-years. 

Iibtead ofbdng ^tinguiahed ac- 
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cording to virtue and talents, the Ro- 
mans valued each other according to 
their rank and wealth. Excellent 
roads were constructed, and regular 
couriers established. Tortiure was used 
to c<^p^ <?riminals to confession, and; 
liumeroils taxes were levied on mer- 
chandize and manufactures, by the sole 
authority of the Emperor, 

Such was Rome in the time of Con- 
stantine theGreit. 
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CON8TAKTIUS. JULIAN* 

CoNSTAMTiKX the Great was long, 
and deeply r^pretted ; his dead hody 
for some tkie was treated with as much 
reqpect and attention as if the Enp^ror 
had been stiU alivfe, and the courtiers 
approached it with bended knees } thus 
it may be said that Constantine conti- 
nued to reign after his death* 

He had directed that his three sons 
and two nephews should be his succes- 
sors» but Constantius, the youngest of 
the three elected brothers, contri?ed 
to get rid of his competitors, and he 
thus became sole Emperor. 
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StipoTi King of the easMni pait of 
I^MTsia, a warlike prince^ engaged Hm 
Bofilaiis f n many battles^ slnd oampletie»> 
iy touted them at Singara^. Tht site 
of Sis^or w$& howenrer' tidceo: priaener 
by (Somt^Bkim, and I am/doiry to tuld 
was cruelly put to death. Cont taotiiii 
died of : a ferrer is a)aBfti^^;toi^^liear 

Julian^ the youngesib rn^phiM mf 
GonaMoitiiie^, had beett dedaBsdEmpb- 
tat by Iris ant^, and ^oii the dealh of 
hm cowai fue hastened to Coestai^ 
nqik^and was universally .ackmiw- 
ledgedeole sovertigaw 

Juliaii had ieetiired a mijr leataMtd 
eduoiftiott at^AtheM, wfiith^r he had 
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been sent by the ^oi|a 0[»^rliq[i^biS9 
wbo ihmi\ oaee ke|it him' m etupUvjti afl4 
eitlmr rottttted or (fomented to the^deatb 
of afihis fiiiaMy. Juliaii^ horwi&¥ei> was 
eotrasttd mtklrigh mtlfta^ comiiAtidy 
and uror^lyr iq>bdd the fiune^ of hiA 
cdtaktty. 

HeimifefVediihid fir^ 
the Barfoariam» and q^ei&t sbiqetiflAie 
t& F^s; this now fine city was. at 
iiiat time a smidl phce, bavn^ two 
wooden brid^^w over, its -^rh^w^ the 
S)3iii&; 'a fairge ibrest appealed cA 
one side, atwUa palace and Mfaer ptiblic 
buildings were ereet^d fer the use of 
tfae^RcMsums; The Gauls were arterave 
aad ainq^le peopli^ iaiid the ancitat 
name of their dty was LutetiA. 
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JuUan hiA been educated to prdeiis 
the Christian religion^ but as soon as he 
aittumed the purple, he, strove to re^ 
press thAt religion, and to prbmdte the 
restoration of the Pagto nfythology^ 
the belief in niMiy gods; hence he is 
called "Julian the Apostate/' Ic^n- 
not tell you in how many open stnd 
concealed ways he attempted to under- 
milie Christiiahity ; but I can teH you 
with pli^ure, that whilst wflling to 
chaise tiie ;form of religion^ he 
seemed desirous to pra^erre the spkit 
of ^at pure morality delivered by 
Jesus Christ. > 

Julian was the mo&t active and in- 
dustrious man in hk empire j herose ^ 

VOL. in* If 
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9Yq^.hi«.«^plQ'meB]s mtb. all tk$ 4i6f 
pAtch it) Jbijf -power.* ^t j« said tib^ 
b^ i8Qtdd^^9ptpy lus liKod to wnt^ 
bif ^«r: tai^i^Oi, and bi$!(V(He&ift diet- 
l^t^ ««!tfa(rQ&diifi^r«Qt/9iitgec^atlbf 
JiWBEietiineii, Ai)4 bftd' fiymell^us s^cretar 
n«» iwb«occiei«due«cb Qth^, viiU^t b« 

tbw flU. H«!<g^«iiUy Uved vpm 
vejpttiles, «Qd/ dimmed tbe.iAf a«Qt«s 
«f e9iiiit^ 4nd dripl^Qg {?«ne»tb bis 
itfi^d^mtwin ; be ib(«Hfi^ «veiry oui- 
fQenft b>8^ tbl^t WA{( no^ c^bte^ 49 tbe 
good of bis people, and .tbfi ^|HrA¥t* 
fflepft of bif» own p^Q^ , 
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He was the friend of Greece, atid 
restored her chies to cotnpsurative free- 
dom and prosperity. 

The principal merit of Julian ^ 
pears to have been his intense and un- 
remitted application to whatever he 
conceived to be right and jHraise- 
Worthy. What can be done without 
application? without it^ the finest 
qualities are worthless j with it, very 
humble talents must ensure a certain 
portion of fame and success. Julian 
was unhappily educated amidst people 
who were ignorant of the purity and 
perfection of Christianity, and thus 
became the enemy of a religion, the 
doctrines of which he unconsciously 
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approved ainl promulgated. It is said 
that when Jidian was about rebuilding 
the temple of Jerti^em, the workmen 
were imp04^ in their labour by fire 
rushing from tl^ ground ; certain it is 
that he nev^ completed this under^ 
taking* ' 

Numbera of pei^ons^ From distant 
places travelled tQ Jerusalem, to behdd 
the spot where the sepulchre of Christ 
was fixed. These persons were called 
pi^^s, and auch journeys or pilgri- 
mages were long deemed necessary 
and proper by hciy people. 

The martial spirit of Julian urged 
him continually to war, and in an en- 
gagement with the Persians he was 
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mortally wounded. He tried to draw 
out the javeUn which had pierced his 
side, but fainted in the attempt ; when 
he recovered from bis swoon, tlie first 
words be spoke w^e fb^ his arms and 
his horse, that be might f^um to Uie 
contest, but feeling his weakness, be 
devoted bis l^t hours in talking with 
his frieads ; about midnight he called 
£br a draught of cold water, and havii^ 
drank it expiiied, A. D. ^968, aged 
thirty-cme, and aDier a cAiwt reign ijf 
three years. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

THEODOSIU8 THE GREAT. 

On the death of Juliai]» the soldiera 
made Jovian, a captain of guards, 
thi^ir Emperor. He withdrew the 
army from Persiat and purchased a 
safe retreat by giving up some con* 
quered provinces. Jovian was a frienfl 
to the Christians, but he died so soon 
that little good could be efiec^^ in his 
reign. His death was sudden : he had 
eaten a very hearty supper, and re- 
tired to bed ; the next morning he was 
found lifeless. Some thought he was 
killed by indigestion, and some that 

Digitized by Google 



THBODOSIUS THE GRBAT^ 139 

he was suffocated by the fciroes of char- 
coaI« You know that to breathe the 
vapour which arises from burning char- 
coal is Very dangerous, and oftea 
cau&es' death y and there ban be little 
doubt, that many persons lose their 
lives frotn excessive eating and drinks 
ing. Let the fate of Jovian be in 
your memory, to prevent your running 
any of these risks. 

As at this time the Romans had 
many enemies to oppose^ and many 
conquered countries to keep in sub- 
jection, they very often were focced 
to take their soldiers from one place tb 
guftrd anotben Tlius it scmM^tiidel^ 
happened that the Roman tro^; were 
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Oilled from Britain and sent t6 ^t in 
Gaul or GerHiany, At rach times tiie 
Kcts and Scots took advantiqge of 
Hmr absence, and in litde wicker boats 
covered with leather/ crossed the^t4f6» 
or small arms of the Sea, and commit- 
itd great devastations in Britain; to 
be surd they were always driven b«cit| 
%«|not before they had done mueh 
mischief, and carried away large spoils. 
Valentinian was ofaosto to Succeed 
J^fkn. Bub elected his brother Valgus 
^ share the government with hitt^ and 
tihus^'the vast empire of Some was at 
'kst divided into tWo sVverdgnties, 
l|»o«m'by the fnnnt of the Eastern «iii 
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: Valentinian kept for himself the 
Western Empire, and gave the Eastern 
to his brother. This division was made 
with great pomp and solemnity, A« 
D. 364. 

Valentinian caused his own death 
by putting himself into a violent paii^ 
sion. The Quadi, a tribe of Germans^ 
had sent an embassy to soften the an* 
ger of the Emperor, who had resolyed 
to exterminate them for invading some 
of his dominions. Although these am- 
bassadors approached^ him in the most 
humble manner, yet he burst out into 
a fury of rage, and spoke so loud, and 
imlulged such violent gestures, that he 
broke a large blood vessel, and expired 
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«fter ia few moments of extreme agony ; 
•a awful 'wtmidg to those who are 
ittdiaed togpiveway to their passions! 
. ' Gratian the son, and Valentinian IL, 
the grandson of Valentinian L, each 
ifi turns succeeded to him, but both 
dying soon, Theodosicm became, first, 
^peror of the West, and on the 
d^th'of Valens^ be became also £m^ 
peror,of the East > so that once more 
the empire was governed by a single 
sovereign. 

Theodosius became a Christian, and 
not only befriended . Christianity, but 
<dso sanctioned the decision of the Se-» 
nate that paganism should no kmger 
be the rd^ion of the {Mate. Two in« 
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tjpV^geot mem ' learff«4ly und skilfuliy 
^Tgdfd in ib^ S^^a^i^iDb.the.^i^eiyt 
^OpUencies of! Christianity wd Pagaa*- 
i^. After a loQg and sober disqij^Bsio^ 
the: superiority of the Qbristiaa j?eli- 
gipn wa^ so fuHy and c^e^dy establish- 
ed,; thB^ th^ Senate resolved no Idi^^ 
tQ support Paganism. .JFrx?jp tb^ po- 
?|p^ to the pre?,e%.ClfJ?S^ti^nijly h*5 
th^^ef^afe^bjee^ tl^e ;j^ygion,fi( all pivi- 
^^ed cou«|ifesu - ; r i . 

^n^rxe^ 'pn.;?JJi; i*^ma^ kindi : by thp 
^^L^nfition of a; f^^J^i^ jfeljgion, and tfie 
.^^jta^Ushwnt.of^^e.t^^^x^ligiOT had 
i|; bpisn 1^^ ppjly.merijt, .jie<j^ld hfve ejv 
fitl^d. h^ 4:9 the cp^eif. of Gfeat^ 
But Theo^osios the Great had other 
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iMms to renowii^ He was v^ke, 
brave» add geaerous ; he loved and 
practised the domestic viftoest thai is, 
he was affisctionate to his relations, 
faithful to his friends, tender as a has- 
band, and kind as a father. Were not 
these- virtues the growth of the pure 
Telagion he professed? Theodosius 
iras of a very passionate dispositidn^ 
as was proved by his ordering the mas- 
sacre of many persons at Thessalonica^ 
because an officer of his had been put 
to death by these peq>le. When Hied- 
dosius became calm, he tried to pre- 
vent the slaughter, but his mercy <^ffle 
too late. So it is that paiHsdon dictates 
what reason would abhor r Who then 
would yield to.their passions ? 
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Theodosius was aware of his defect, 
and except in this instance steadily go- 
verned himself. He generously for- 
gave the inhabitants of Antioch, who 
had greatly incensed him, and whom 
he hsid intended to punish, but he sub* 
dued his anger, and pardoned them. 
However happy I should be to tell you 
more of the aidmiriJ>le Theodosius ; I 
think it better to leave you die plea- 
sure of r^ing of him in a better and 
larger history, and will now only add, 
that, to the dei^ afflicticm of his sub- 
jects, Hieodosius the Great exi^red at 
Milan, in the fiftieth year of his age, 
and the eighteenth of his reigo^ A» D. 
396. 

VOL. III. O 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

ALARIC. rVUitmKlA' 

T0EM>osRTs divnled bia empire^be- 
tw6en his two e&AB. tie io*d6 Mbno- 
litts, his jounger Son, Empeiroir ^"^ 
West, (^wfakheiapii«Bctae>maM4lie 
^ital. ArouMas reeetired the^tidMiis 
i)£ the East, of ii^eh C&ukaiktS^ff^' 
was-the seat bf govcAmnMWti - 

Thus was this ittMieose «filipin JC- 
n<% divided. And we sImA Mion ^ 
hold ^ tetraiii^oa -of the dbnUtfeb 
of Imperial ^(dtaie. H^iiMitft i<^ 
Very young whto he iasstitttfd Hit ^- 
ple, and by his weakness and iiidtei< 
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sioDy hastened th^ downfal of a state>, 
wbiphr it was his duty to cherish ap^ 
protect. Alarmed at the approach of 
the- Goths under the martial Alaric, 
he fled to j^venna, with him moved 
tbe^purt} thus Rome again suffered 
by the deser^pn of it^ sovereign.' Ho- 
norius yet further lessened his ^mii*- 
liicms> by giving away part of SpiBun 
as the marriage portion pf his sister, 
and \iiy allowing the Burgundi^n^ a 
peopl? of Qenpany, to settle Aem^ 
selves in QauL 

The Qpths were divided into many 
diistinct nations^ as the Ostrc^oths, 
^nd Vii|igoths. Alaric was the king of 
thi? YwB^^hs* Ha^asped by numerous 
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foes, the Romans had resorted tothe 
dangerous policy of engaging one 
tribe of Goths to fight against ano- 
ther tribe of that people. Alaric had 
served under the Romans, but fan- 
cying his merits had not been suffici- 
ently rewarded, he collected an army, 
desolated Greece, and entered Italy. 
Athens was saved from his fury^ be- 
cause the inhabitants readily opened 
their gates for his entrance. Stilicho, 
the Roman general, shewed the yet 
undestroyed spirit of his once con- 
quering countrymen, by driving Alaric 
into Arcadia. But after the death of 
Stilicho, the king of the Visigoths 
again invaded Italy, and pitched his 
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camp before Rome* A l^rge sum of 
money, bribed him to retire for a short 
t^ine } but he came bapjk agaip, entered 
Rome by force, and gave up the city 
to bi^ plimdered by his soldiers. It has 
been observed, tbat such of the Goths 
a|st wpr^e Christians spared many of the 
il^a^ijl;ant|3, and rejspected the temples 
dedicated to worship. One of many 
instance9 that might be adduced of 
the benefipial efiects of the rehgion of 
Christy thus humanizing the heart, and 
in^wing m^rpy tP a fallen foe. 

For six days, pillage and murder 

fiUed ^bis omce imperial city, and for 

four ye^9 the Qpths kept possession 

of Ijtaly* 4Jl»ric iiQt contented with 

o 3 
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this splendid conquest^ resolved upon 
making himself master of Sicily and 
Africa. How restless^ how insatiable ' 
is ambition! Part of the Goths had 
embarked, and were lost in a storm in 
the Straits of Messina, and Alaric him- 
self dying, the invasion was given up* 
The funeral of Alaric was too remark- 
able not to be noticed. The Barbarians 
employed their prisoners to dig a deep 
trench, into which they turned the 
waters of a river. In the bed of this 
river they buried Alaric with great 
pomp and splendour, and this done, 
they allowed the water to flow in its 
proper Channel, and thus the murmur- 
ing river became the monument of 
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their deceased monarch ; a changingi 
)[)Ut imperishable monument. 

The spot so consecrated was for ever 
concealed by the cruel slaughter of 
the captives who had dug his tomb! 
You guess the reason now of this choice 
of a grave ! It might be justly feared 
that otherwise the desolator of Rome 
would not have reposed undisturbed. 

Alaric is represented as not only 
brave, but also generous, and much 
more polished than the people whom 
he governed. Adolphus his successor 
married Placidia the sister of Hono- 
rius, and received with her, as I told 
you, a dowry of some provinces in 
Spain. 
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St, Chiysostom had been the Ffttn* 
arch of Coi^tgatinople, mi had be^ 
sent mto exile by Areadius. This fee- 
ble Emperor expired after an ing^oii* 
ous r^gn of thirteen years ; nged th^^* 
ty^^iiie^ 

Tbeodo^ius IL was only a nominal 
Eflipejor, he siieceeded ip4ped to his 
father Arcadlus^ bnt tbe goy&tmfm^ 
was put into the handa of his sister 
Ptd^eria, who for forty years reigne4 
with prudence aild abMity ; first in h^ 
brotbi^^s, and lasdy 'm her own name* 
At sixteen die received the titl^ of 
Augusta* She was charilable» indu^r 
triow^ and pious; she wrote the 
Gfeek and Latin languages with ele- 
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gance and fluency ; she spoke well on 
public occasions, and was as deliberate 
in considering affairs, as she was 
prompt in executing them when re- 
solved upon. Though thus entirely 
ruling the empire, she even modestly 
attributed the peace and prosperity to 
her brother. 

Pulcheria is not the only woman 
who has shone as a sovereign and 
legislator. This proves that women 
are capable of discharging the duties 
of a public condition. Few are so 
called upon to act ; but all may give 
dignity and happiness to the circle of. 
domestic life, the true sphere of wo-» 
manly exertion. ^ 

Digitized by Google 



( l^ ) 



CHAPTER XVIIL 

FERGUS. PHAKAMOND. THE ROMANS 
QUIT BRITAIN. 

HaKORii78j, Emperor of the Weftt» 
4ied jMiddeolyi an4 9Q umrper called 
John strove to succeed mm, \mt he 
vfW soon conquered «nd behfftd^di ajid 
Virfentiuian HI. was placed on th# 
throne of Borne* 

But we must go back a little in tbe^ 
order ^ time ; for I have to teU you^ 
that just when Alarie was about to 
enter Bomei Scotland was governed 
by a king, named l^ergus, of whom 
little more is known. 
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^he Fi^ks also how head a king, 
Ph&raffiond^ the date of tbk mo- 
narches reign has been variously as- 
iserted, but wfa^ti you consider the 
Ibarhai^ous states of thos^ natioiis, theu- 
n^aiit t>f btstoriates, and the 'Changes 
Ihat iimist fie.iBlade in all tvritings, 
!&om translMiobs ai^ vartous^capyihgs, 
ywi wfll not wond^r^ that I c&ilnot tell 
yoft tmich of f^ergus and Bbaramond, 
ilndtie^e t 'muibt r^est you to reflect 
6a "Aie 'degfee of ftAiance that is %d be 
placed'bn ^i historical acc!ounts. Pray 
^e& ktiy thing has hkppelMA in a 
ne^hfoour's fattsxHy, nay in yo«Hr own 
liottfe, hrave you not ^meftltaes observ- 
ed veiy cofltratdietDry accottflts of the 
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same actioa ? If the truth then is so 
di^cult to be aftcertained respecting 
eyents that have lately happened, hoif 
impossible must it be to procure itf re^ 
pecting matters that have taken place 
four^dcin or' fifteen hundred years ago* 
I press this upon your attention^ 
beoause X would not ^ve you hf»ti)y 
b^ievet; iipprobable and ' extraordinary 
incident^ ; because I vrpuld not have 
you indiscriiniitttely credit those hi- 
depus stories of vice and cruelty, ao 
fr^uently detailed*. When we hear 
of wicked tyrants^ whilst we hate thfi 
crimes 1^x4 to . their chaige, let u» re« 
number that it is possible thoite prjipes 
were never committed by them>. an^ 
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never let us forget that the memory of 
the dead ought to be sacred. They 
cannot sp^ak to vindicate themselves j 
let our candour do it for them. His- 
torians may err by mistake, by false 
intelligence, or by misconception ; 
again I say let us hate every crime, 
and every degree of tyranny, butletus 
not readily believe those to be guilty 
who are represented as such. 

In the reign of Valentiniaii III. 
the Romans finally quitted Britain. 
They wanted all the soldiers they 
could collect for the defence of Rome, 
and therefore drew away all dieir 
troops from this island, and also many 
Britons with them. Xb^ seemed to 

rou III. p 
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have bdiaved as kkidly as they could 
xm their deptrture. They repiutedlhe 
stcme waE built by Sevens to keep oft 
At nocthera invaders ; they taii^ 
ihem how best to defend themsd^esf 
3nd thus drafted on the most friendly 
.iaerais with the people whom they 
had governed for aloiost^our huadmd 
yieart. 

The Bj^os were lum left to. maike 
(h6ir ^wa rlanrst and rule themselves. 
Tkt Bomans bad tai^t them how to 
build ;hoildc^ and make rdacb. They 
had schodb for the imtruction of 
lyooth^ «anQlhadbegu]3ito:kttowthe«e 
>0f metak. iBut it baa beffli daid that 
thoiq|[fa inra^^ Kh^y vm!e not wariik^ j 
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they would %ht boldly, but not skil- 
fully. However as they could no 
longer depend upon the Romans for 
help and advice, they were ccwnpelled 
to think and act for themselves. 

The Scots and Kcts entered Britain, 
by breaking down parts of the wall, 
and pillaged every place they ^visited. 
The alarmed Britons hastily fled bcfwe 
them, and took shelter in their woods 
and mountains. In thia distress they 
applied for help to jdStius the general 
of Yalentinian, and in these memo* 
rable words addressed him : ** The 
<^ Barbarians are on one side^ ihe 
^ sea on tiie other ; the sea drives ua 
^^ on the Barbarians, and the Barba* 
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" nans drive us into the sea; we 
«' must either be cut to pieces by the 
•* sword, or drowned in the deep.*' 
This disgraceful lamentation was utter- 
ed in vain, j^tius could not help them, 
but the invaders having taken all they 
could, retired of their own accord. 

The frightened Britons liow return- 
ed to the homes they had abandoned, 
and again busied themselves in cultiva- 
ting the ground. Their labours were 
rewarded with abundant crops, so that 
from terror and complaint they now 
changed to mirth and indulgence. 

Easily depressed, and easily elevated ; 
nu ch were our forefathers. Do not yoU 
think something of this character still 
iubsifts amongst us ? 
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The Vandals were at this time ravag- 
ing Africat and Genseric their king 
surprised and took Carthage, A. D. 
439; nearly six hundred years after 
the destruction (^ the ancient city by 
Sdpio. l%e n^re modem Carthage 
had been built by Augustas, because 
his uncle Caasar had wished it shouJld 
be built. It was a splendid city ; but 
the rdentless Oenseric cruelly desola* 
ted it. 

There was another city in S^pain, 
called New Carthage, buik by Asdru* 
bal A. C. «27. 
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CHAPTER XIX, 

ATTILA. FRANKS^ MONASTEtUES. 

Attila became sole king of the 
Huns, by depriving his brother Bleda 
of his life ; he was so' ferocious in hk 
appearance that his subjects trembled 
when they looked at him^ and he wais 
so fond of war that he was called "the 
«* scourge of God.'* I do not like this 
name either for him, or my body else, 
since I find' it difficult to believe that 
a god of mercy and love inspires 
thoughts of blood and rapine. 

The vast countries then called Scy* 
thia and Germany^ were under the 
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control of Attila, and as h« was per- 
petually making conquests, his terri- 
ritory was always enlarging. He car- 
ried his victorious army to the gates of 
Constantinople, and obliged Theodo- 
sius II. to purchase safety by large tri- 
butes and gifts. 

Afterwards some ambassadors were 
«ent to the exacting king of the Huns* 
During the journey the Barbarians sup- 
plied the embassy with all the necessa- 
ries of life ; they brought them mead 
and millet, and strong spirits. Their 
houses and palaces were made of wood, 
but their dress and military accoutre- 
ments were enriched with the trea- 
sures taken from the people, they had 
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cooqtrared* Goblets of gold and «ly«r 
£rom Greece^ a»d jewoli wid embfoi- 
dery from the Rotaaas* 

After for manj y^ars keep»g tbe 
RomaiiB in terror^ AttUa died oi ex- 
cess in drinking ; it is suppoaed an aB» 
tery had burst and suffocated him aa 
be-lay in bed^ for he was in tim mom- 
ing fbimd dead> though be bad retked 
the n^t before in apparent health* 

So haughty did this rude king treat 
the RmnanS) that once when di«^ 
pmnted of recernng the aroiMtonad 
tidbote^ be coattq»n<tedhis ambnwaadcKts 
to send the fioHowing remointrance 
to the conrta of Gonstai^inople nad 
Ravenna, << Attikt, ny lord^ and ymtr 
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^< lord, commands you to provide a pa- 
^* lace for his immediate reception.** 
Gaul and Italy were ravaged by this re- 
morseless warrior : Theodoric, king of 
the Visigoths, gave him a signal defeat ; 
but after the death of Theodoric he pur- 
sued his ravages. It is said that Attila 
at last gave peace to the Romans, be- 
cai|se he was softene'dby the eloquence, 
and struck by the appearance of Leo, 
Bishop, or Pope of Rome. 

The Franks were now established 
in Gaul under Merovaeus, who was th6 
first king of the Merovingian family. 
The 'Franks were tall, fi4tr, with blue 
«yes, and flaxen hair i their dress fitted 
so tightly as to show their exact shape } 

Digitized by Google 



t66 MONAalTERIES. ' 

tbey wore a long swoid luing iaa biell 
ttt the skk^ and carried a largct sbield* 
Monasteries were now eotnmoo, hi 
Gaul, and m these sibodea hiave contif 
Bued down to tlie present era to sab^ 
siat both in Fiance and Italy, I witt 
give you some account of tbejror^n« 
The first person who devoted kioiit 
self to a life of seclusion was Antofty^ 
an £gyptian. ,He left bki fkmily astd 
friends, and retired to a lonely sj^d^ 
near the Red Sea ; there he lived for 
tome time alone, spending his time m 
pn^er and meditation, and livhf^ upon 
roots and herbs. Other Egypttaos de- 
sired to follow his example, and crewd^ 
ing to him, diey buih lavge edMces 
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anddwdt in ibein» dev6tk^ tbemsdves 
to ri^gm^ juftd eating the simplest 
fare. Tliese buildings x:ajded esonas^ 
teries soon qmread over Egypt, and 
thence to^otiier parts of the world ; the 
persons wttring to thetn w^e named 
«ioBks| iSODchorets or hejmritto ; nutne- 
Tous women also entered these hcij 
abodes, and gave ^themsebies ^up to 
piety and Tetkement. 

Martin ^^Toiirs, a scfl^Uer^ a hermit, 
and a ^nt, introduced -monasteries m 
Oaul ; one was also ^founded at Bsrebor 
in FKntiliffre, €md another at lonaone 
of th^ islands of the Hebrides. From 
thMe, llie custom spread through In- 
land, Sco^nd, andBotain. 
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The monks Were divided into seve- 
ral kinds, as the Benedictine^ the 
Franciscans^ &c. and followed differ- 
ent rules, but sdl secluded themselves 
from social life^ and refused to partake 
of the pleasures and business of the 
world. Now what do you thtnk would 
become oi the wcnrld, if att people 
were to do so ? hpw would mankind be 
fed and clothed and sheltered ? how 
could the soil be tilled, or ^malsr be 
kiUed for food, or manufactures pro« 
secuted for cloatlnng, or houses built 
and furnished? Can then idleness be 
virtuous ? The persons^ who first h^ 
came nuHiks no (^Hibt thou|^t they 
were doing r^ht,' a»d/mu^ b# pitieji 
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for their ignorance. But in more en« 
lightened times/ it is strange such 
institutions should have continued to 
exist* You have heard of the convents 
in France ; well} these convents we^e 
monasteries^ in which men and women 
reuded shut out from the sight andcom- 
panicmship of their fellow creatures. 
OM and young, rich and poor, werethui^ 
imprisoned together ; and iA some of 
these abodes not a word was allowed 
to be spoken, so that eternal silence 
reigned with unbroken solitude. 

I turn from this melancholy picture 
to: inform you that the barbarous na- 
tions were now almost a&of them con* 
verted to Christianity. The Goths, 

voh. III. a 
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VftidiJfli Burglindkofi .«Eid Siw(n» <iei 
teifae settled in Spam) ^H adcnoiriddgadl 
4ke Cbriflfcian faith. The S»ow iwi 
Franks stittr^iiaiiifd Bugams^ bvtfmt 
will sdiortljr hear df tbeir convtisioii 

Whea ive tinnktof . thoee orudeliiiMfiy 
attijBiiiv^iqN^rs to haye heeadeno- 
43iM»4 ^ fii»r Mid ivtpme. 'pie iBo- 
mam <&eMy »tnyk^ to orepel the^^n- 
flMfioofi isBiadefiif ^nd «veqr yjear 1n^ 
CMung aneaber ibf the fiootait* The 
nations OKMr flQl^»dling in arts sad lite-* 
nrtore vmexe dkoAy^ but gradvattjTjemer* 
ffing ifrom Aiaiharisis* jNiich was the 
stete. of the wodd A. D« 450u 
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CHAPTER XX. 

IIEI9GIST AND HORSA. ARTHUR. VENICE* 

1^ Bfitops were again alarmed 
l?ith the information that their thotth^ 
era neighbours were s^out to >nvad^ 
their country once more^ Aecording 
to their usual custom in seasons of 
danger^ they elected a general to com* 
mand their united forces. Yof tigeni 
was chosen for this post of honor^ bat 
instead of exerting the power of the 
nation^ this prince looked abroad for 
assistance^ and resolved to ask the aid 
of the Saxons. 

The Saxons were one of the Gothic 
Q 2 
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nations^ who before the time of Caesar 
had, under the name of Suevi, settled 
in Germany, They were more refined 
than the Britons, and better under- 
stood the art of war. The custom of 
trying by twelve men, which we call 
a jury, and which is one of the boasts 
of our constitution, was derived firom 
the Saxons. 

The petition sent by Vortigern was 
very bumble, and such a one as a 
Briton now-a-days would be slshamed 
to dictate. For it. is the modern prac- 
tice for Britons to fight their own bat- 
tles, and protect their own country, 
and not beseech others to do it for 
them. 
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The Saxons were very |^ad to ac-^ 
cept the inTitatioDi and two brothers^ 
Heogist and B^^sa^ came over with 
fifteep hundred men, and landed at 
the isle of Thanet in £ent; join^ 
mg the Britons^ th^ inarched foc^ 
wardfi^ Md routed the Sc<^ and Bets, 
whom they found advwced as far as 
Lincolnshire. Tte Saxons having 
conquered the enemies* of Briton, 
next turned tbdr fu*ms oa their friendfi, 
aed attacked the Britoift themfielves. 
HcMTsa was slain, and Hengist ravaged 
the island, so timt numbevs q£ the £9- 
famders fied for safety to Armonoa^ 
now ftitanny, in France. 

Hengist made hioisdf master of 
q3 
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Kent^ Essex, and Middlesex, and fixed 
his residence at Canterbury. 

Ella, another German general, took 
XK)ssession of Surry, Sussex, and part 
<£ Hampshire, and another tribe un* 
der Cerdric made i^nother settlement. 

About this time we hear of Arthur, 
king of the Silures,. who gained great 
Tenown by defeating the Saxom in 
twelve pitched battles. He was a 
prince of great courage, and it is said 
that in one battle he destroyed mxxe 
than four hundred of the enemy 
with his own hand» But of little 
avail was his courage against the host 
of marauders that now poured into 
the i^nd $ after a long striji^Ie he 
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^as slain in battle, and the Saxons 
ivere left to possess themselves of the 
•unprotected i^and. We will leave 
these invaders fighting their way to 
dominion, and inquire about our old 
.friends the Romans^ 
: Whilst Hengist was desolating Bri* 
ton, Genseric, king of the Vandals, 
was as bloodily employed in Italy. 
.Rome was again the prey of a barba- 
rian victor, .^md though Genseric pro- 
jmised to spare the city, at the request 
of Leo the Great, her venerable Pope, 
yet he did not keep his word. The 
Vandals ai^d Moors from Carthage pil- 
laged the city for fourteen days, ami 
vast treasijres were renxbved to Car- 
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tfaskge. Nuttibdrs of Remanft viete 
carried away a« captives^ amongst 
*Whdm wete the two datighterisof Theo* 
dosiuS) and his wife thd !&Dpres8 Ev^ 
Atfxiti. These unha]^^ prisoners were 
in a state of great misery on their Itf * 
rival in Africa ; Deogratiad^ the good 
bishop Of Carthage, softened tl^fr 
^flferings ift every wsty he cotdd de- 
vise. He ransomed some> aiid iHstrt*^ 
baled food and medicines to the titk 
and starving} he visited them, fcom* 
fbrted thecfii and shewed that he prac- 
tised as Well as taught ;the maxims of 
the religion he professed. It is re- 
llreshing to meet With such an instobCe 
of hittnanity and phty, iri an age so 
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marked by rade and ferocious manneis. 
About this time^ A. D. 453, the beau- 
tiful city of Venice was founded. 
When Attila drove the people of Italy 
bdTore him, some of them took refuge 
in the small islands thatstand in the 
Adriatic sea, close to the shore of 
Italy, and there laid the foundation of 
a city, which afterwards made a great 
figure in history. 

Venice is described as looking at a 
distance like a large town floating on 
the sea. Instead of paved streets^ 
canals tun before the houses, so that 
boats (gondolas) are used by passen- 
gers instead of coaches and chairs. 
Many bridges cross these canals, and 
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soiie of the pfAAit biiildii^s iirb ifloal 
nuignificent. Do you not think it mtfsk 
be aiverjei^xaordinmry place? Atftr^ 
Kfce alt other townis I supposei it otly 
consisted of a few riide huts, tbeii better 
houses were binlt, and so it went o& 
impraving in size and beauty. So sXL 
earthly things advance W siaturiity^ 
The child grows to th6 man ; the si^-* 
ling swells into the oak } the circle of 
huts cfaabgi^s to the magnificent city ! 



d by Google 



( 179 ) 



CHAPTER XXT. 

EXTINCTION OF THE WESTJglRN EMPIRE, 
A. V^ 476. 

W$ have had pimply ^smmm^ ifi 
;tr«qilig thp history pf Rome from its 
fcuHidMipn by feomiilus, A* C. 752, 
ti^u^ fx^oj:^ i\k^n twelve hundreii 
j^^^aiis of jits >Uus^ ^^istieiKie. W^^ a^e 
wm QOfa» tP ik» 4l^fes#g j^iyipd 

You have seg» >tbftt #(¥» the dppwr. 
ittW of Ctfistwitine, tJiis jouqe ii9;ipiBrial 
ei|ly begfyi ts> J^ its gc^atn^^s. The 

tfie floi^i f)i CojQAlantitte> ^^iU J^thdF 
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shook its stability ; the removal of Ho- 
norius with his court to Rftvenna was 
another evil that led to the decline of 
Rome. 

ThjB Romans had no longer wise and 
brave and prudent monarchs, and they 
had more numerous^ and more skilful 
enemies to oppose. The population of 
the world had greatly increased ; that 
ii^ there were more people <m Hie 
globe. AH these circumstances coni- 
bined to wrest from Rome her influ- 
ence and her conquests* 

Theodosius the Great^ for a ^oit 
period was sole governor of the em* 
pire» but again ^vided it at bi» death 
between his two sons. Rome fell to 
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tfie .lot of 1 Honoriiis^ and I will jost 
giv;e you a liist qf Ms successors. 

- ' • A*l>. / 
Honorias became Emperor •«..«.•«* 395 

Valentinian «•• «.« 424 

' Maximus • • . . • 455 ^ '^ 

. ^Af^oriaaas,.*..*^.,...,. •••,.'....••• ..457 

Sevems • « 461 

Anathemius. . . . « i •• 467 ' 

. Olybitw ..*...... ,...,....*..•. .47$ 

Olycerios • *«•...« .473 

Julius Nepos ' ..•.. 474 

Atigustidus Romulus • • . « '. ^ . « . . 475 

Thus, in the short space of eighty 
yeai^s, Rome was governed by eleven 
successive sovereigns. It is i^ingiilar 
thiat the name of the last Emperor should^ 
be similar to that of the founder. Au- 
gus^nliis took :the name ot Uomuluu 
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firoin his mother^ who was the daughter 
of a Goont Romulus $ his fiitfaer wu 

' Orestes, (testes was a wiurllke geue- 
raly who had ooce fought at the head 

nf the Barbarians, and under the com- 
mand of Att9a» but afterwards became 
an c^cer utider Neik>ls^ and in that 
situation roused the army to depose 
Neposi and proclaim Augustulus Em- 
peror of the Wert. 

Augustulus, young and eflfeminate, 
was incapable of wididkig tiie sceptre 
c€ this migh^ empire^ His &thec 
manfully supported hi9 rights^ and ccfp^ 
tinned totuHias the geiferalof his son. 
Orestes had efdggged some Barba- 
rians to figlit in Im ar«y. These mer- 
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oenanes (men who fight formmiey) be^ 
came very exori^ta^t in their demand^ 
and asked for excesdve re wards* 

Odoacer was proclaimed King of 
Italy^ but it is said, though he ruled 
the empire^ he never assumed the pur- 
ple or wore the crown. For as people 
from many nations composed his army 
and his subjects, he was fearful of of- 
fending one party^ by taking the title 
of the sovereign of another. 

Odoacer reigned fourteen years, 
when he was conquered by Theodoric 
the Ostrogoth. The city of Ravenna^ 
in which he resided, was taken after a 
tiege of three years, and it was agreed 
that the two Gothic chiefs should 
R 2 
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-Feign jointly. A few days after- Ai» 
treaty Od<>a<ier was stabbed at a faan^ 
quet, by the commapd of Theodoric 

Oresties had the spirit and the virtue 
to deny them^ for he said he would noit 
take land from innocent people j and 
by this honest decision he exposed 
himself to the rage of the disappointed 
Barbarians. 

Sad must have been the state of thei 
world, when virtue received the treat- 
ment due only to crime. Another 
barbarian general^ Odoacer, took ad^ 
tage of the mutiny of the troops, and 
by large promises gaining the oom- 
mand, accocaplished the ruin of 
Orestes, »fid entered Rome in tri- 
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umph. Orestes was executed, and his 
son Augustulus was banished to the 
castle of LucuUus, where he lived with 
hii$ family, and was allowed ahandsonie 
income. ThUis j^erished the Wcustem 
Empire. 
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CHAPTER XXIL 

.THEODOBIC. ST. PATRICK. CLOVIS. 

; RoMB stilj 0,xi3ted fisja city, bi»t she 
was no longer the imperial city, the 
queen of the world, the seat of 
power* The various attacks of the 
Barbarians bad greatly injured her 
beauty and magnificence, and she bears 
to this day the marks of their merciless 
and tasteless incursions. 

Another Gothic sovereign now reign- 
ed in Italy. Theodoric was born at 
Vienna, in. Germany, two years after 
the death of Attila. He was of a 
royal race, the son of Theodemir, King 
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of the Ainali^ and succeeded to his 
father's throne* When, he had obtained 
possession of Jtaly he declined the 
title of Emperor^ but adopted that of 
King, and addressed with apparent 
respect his partner in empire, Anas- 
tasius^then Emperor of Constantinople. 
His court at RaVenna was splendid, 
and conducted according to the man- 
ners of apcient Rome. He gaye peace 
to the empire, and in the beginning 
of his reign tolerated the Catholic re- 
ligion, a religion founded on Chris- 
tianity. 

^ He visited Rome, and viewed witfi 
admiration and reverence the injured 
monuments of her former juagnificence: 
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the lofty ccdumn of Tr^an, the thea- 
tre of Poropey^ and the noble amphi- 
theatre of Titus. He beheld with 
surprise and ddight the city supplied 
with water, from fourteen aqueducts.* 
He created an officer whose sole busi- 
ness it was to preserve the monuments 
of arts ; and he embellished many cities 
with churches, palaces, and other pub- 
lic buildings. He chiefly resided at 
Ravenna, where he amused himself 
by cultivating an orchatd with his own 
hands ; he encouraged agriculture ; he 
directed the working of the mines, 
and drained the Pontine marshes. 

* A^t water— ifoicf, to ccmrey: aqaeduct, 
to conyey waler» 
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^Tbese marshes were near Rome, and 
tiie moist air arising from them was oc^ 
casionally very unwholesome. By this 
good management such plenty abound* 
ed> that a gallon of wine was sometimes 
sold for three farthings^ and a quarter 
(eight bushels) of com for five shillings 
and sixpence. So honest were the 
citi;^ns, that it was a common saying, 
that a purse of gold might be safely 
left in the fidds* 

You see I had good reason for speak- 
ing to you of Theodoric j I am sure 
you will allow that it is pleasurable to 
speak of so beneficent a monarch. 
The treachery with which his reign 
be^n sadly tarnishes its glory. The 
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gnudfathMr of Theodorio wa9 a^ prince 
ci Tery imre qiudities : he wat faumiuaid 
and benignant, role eariy and devoted 
his long and active day to the duttes of 
his station $ a description <^his pet'son 
and manners has been preserved by 
Mr. Gibbon, and I am sure ydu will 
read it with Measure. ^ 

Again you see we trace the excd- 
lence of a character to the good ex« 
ample of a parent The grandfather 
of Theodoric was also called Theodoric, 
and kept his court at Thoulouse. Itie 
King of whom we are speakings Theo^ 
doric, the conqueror of Italy, died at 
an advanced age^ and left the king- 
dom of Italy to his grandson Atlialric, 
and Spain to his grandson Amelaric. 
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About this tiiM there is a legend 
ths^ St. Patrick conrerted the Irish to 
Christiaoity. Ireland^ it is said, was sa 
famous for its learned men, its oipnas^ 
teries> and itsacadenu^s, that it was eil^ 
tided the Island of Saints. It was in 
so proi^erous and tranquil a state, that^ 
men distinguished for piety and talent 
took refuge there from the warfere of 
the rest of Surc^e. 

The Franks were converted to CSiris- 
tia»Uy abo about this period. It seems 
diat Ctovis, King of the Franks, had do- 
feirted the Roman governor, and taken 
complete possession of Gaul. Hemaiy 
ried Cbtilda, who was the daughter of 
the king of Buiguod^* and made himself 
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iliaster of that kitigdoiB by dethronScig 
kerfathen* Clotilda was a Chiis^tian^ 
as were all the Burgundians, and she 
persuwied her husband to embrace 
the religion she professed. When Clo-^ 
yis became a Christian all bis sub;- 
jects followed his example, so that 
Clotilda bestowed a public benefit. 
With Clovis begins the regular history^ 
of France j he revised the Salic lawi^ 
MdhicK were derived from a people, of 
Germany called Salii. One c^ these 
laws precludes women from the throne, 
henfce no female ever wore the crown 
of France. \ 

jTheodoric conquered Clovis in bat- 
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tie, but afterwards made peace with 

him ^ Paris was now made the capital 

of France, and Clbvis died, A. D. 511, 

dividing his kingdom among his four 

sons. 
- The successors of Clpvis were none 

df them worthy of notice, until Pepin 

le Bref, the grandson of Charles Mar^ 

tel, became king by virtue of an order 

from the Pope. When Pepin died he^ 

left two sons, Charles and Carloma^, 

between whom he bequeathed his kibg- 

dom. But Carloman dying soon after 

bis father, Charles become sole sove*- 

reign, and you will soon hear of him^' 

under the name of Charlemagne, acting 

a very distinguished part in history. 
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CHAPTER XXJII. 

JUSTINIAN. BEU3ARIUS. 

We have seen the Western ]l^pire 
in the han<)s q£ the Barbariao^ l^ U9 
naw4nquire how the Ea$tern Emperort 
wwe goipg (H). If you will look in a 
map of the worldf you will see that 
Cofistakitinopte lie3 to the east of 
Rom^f and you will thus understand 
wky it was <;alled the seat of the East- 
ern Empire. The following is a list 
of the Eastern Emperors^ beginning at 
Accadius, the son of Theodosius tiie 
Great, down to Justinian IL 
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AJX 

Arcftditu began to reign... •• ••• 395 

Thedosios and Pulcheria .. •• • 408 

Harcian ••••... 450 

Leo tbeOfeat ..457 

Zeno • 474 

Extinction tf the fFettem Empire. 

Anaitasius A. 491 

Jttitinf •.*...* 51d 

Jmtiaiaal 537 

As the period of Justinian's reign is 
marked with many interesting events^ 
both in his Eastern Empire and in 
other parts of the world, I will make 
you acquainted with some of them. 

Justinian succeeded to his uncle Jus- 
tin ; he was a youth of obscure origin, 
but was taken early from his native 
village and educated at Constantinople 
8 3 
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by bis uncle, who adopted him, and 
named him for his successor. It is 
said that. Justin was himself so igno- 
rant that he did not even know &is 
alphabet Theodora, the wife of Jus- 
iJliian,was a very singular character, but 
as her faults, were many, I shall not 
further notice her. - ^ . 

Justitiian-was fcMlunate in the pos- 
session of a valiant and skilful general. 
I dare say you have all heard t>f Beli- 
sarius, and that you have heard that^ 
after a life of glory, he was deprived 
of his sight and of his fortune, and 
like a blind beggar went about askitig 
for a penny : this is not true. Belisa- 
rius was long as successful as he wai 
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brave; he preserved such discipline 
among his troopSi that in theneigbour- 
hood of his camp not an apple was 
ntclen |rom tibe tree^ not a path made 
through the cornfields. He defeated 
tiie Persians^ and quelled an insurrec- 
tion at Constantinople ; he vanquished 
Gelimer, king of Africa, and took from 
him his capital city, Carthage. 

The Moors * are now first named in 
history ; their origin is unknown, for 
they had no historians, but they are 
supposed to have sprung from some of 
the wandering tribes that roamed over 
Africa. The Moors attacking the Ro- 
mans were cpmpletely routed, and dri- 
» See the nc^l dMqptcar. 
s 3 
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yen back into their fastnesses their 
deserts, and mountains. 

Belisarius was equally sijcces^ful in 
Italy, he recovered many cities from 
the dominion of the Goths/ and made 
himself master of Rome. The crown 
of Italy was offered to him/ but he 
magnanimously refused the temptiog 
present. Totila the Goth, inthe.afat- 
sence of Belisarius, retook Rome, but 
this brave and venerable general onc^ 
more recovered this city from the Bar- 
l^ariMis. After a long and glorious 
'3ife, Justinian, jealous of hisfame, treat- 
^^d hif|[i with most undeserved contempt, 
and J]^ was even tried oa pretence that 
he had conspiifed agairist the life of the 
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Emperor. Yoii must read the whole 
interesting account of the actions of 
Belisarius i he died at a very advanced 
age, but neither blind nor in want, and 
his property was confiscated by the 
Emperon Justinian did not long sur- 
vive the general to whom he owed so 
much, and'whom he had so unjustly 
treated. 

.^iSoon after the death of Belisarius, 
who expired A. D. 66l, the Lombards, 
a nation of Grermans or Scandinavians, 
settled in Italy, and by degrees gained 
possession of a great part of that 
kingdoiDy and . made Pavia their capi- 
tal J the rest of Italy was governed by 
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an Exarcb,* or Governor^ whose tesi- 
dence was at Ravemuu 

JusttDian assured to himself the res- 
pect of posterity by the system c^hws 
whidi he caused to be drawn out* As 
you grow older, you will often hear of 
the Pandects of Justinian, and you will 
find that the Uws of that cdehrated 
Emperor are infused into those of al- 
most all the countries of Europe* He 
very wisely selected whatever was wor- 
thy attention from idl the laws^ of an- 
cient Rome, and thus produced a moat 
valuable code« 

The church of St Sophia $ik Can- 

* Hie Exarch bad civil, miMtary, and eccle- 
siastical donuQioQ.— GiS5om 
I 
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stantinople> of which travellers now^ 
speiak in terms of high praise, wasr 
founded and built by Justinian, who 
considered himself a secon4 Solomon 
for. erecting this noble edifice. 

Various manufactures now enriched 
^e Romans, and in the reign of Jus- 
tiuian silk began to be woven for gar- 
m^ents. The eggs of the, silkworm 
ffere brought from China in the hoUow 
of a cane, for the Chinese would not 
l^nowingjy ha^e allowed of their being 
taken ^way : they weire thus; however, 
safely and secretly transported into 
Europe, where they soon multiplied 
abundantly. 

A trade with China now subsisted 
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both by sea and IiumI; the land journey, 
though long and difficult, can be con-» 
jectured. Hie intercourse by sea fe 
judged to have been thus managed : 
look at a map of the ixrorld, trade 
the Chinese coastiiig it from China^ 
through the straits of Malacca to 
Acheen, the extreme point of the is- 
land of Sumatra, and thence crdssing 
over to Ceylon, where the mercliniits 
of Persia might meet them by coming 
down the Fefsian gulf, and conV6jr 
their merchandise to ConstltQtin0iittf. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

MAHOMET. ST, AUGUSTINB* 

I SAVE now to tell you of a straogo 
impostor: Mahomet, the artful and 
amhitious teacher of a false religioa. 

I have meiutioned the Arabs, a wa»« 
dedug race, who from the days of Mo- 
se^ had preserved nearly the same eus- 
fpqds and manners. Some of the tribes 
lived together in towns, and were sta^ 
tUmary. Among the many cities thai 
adorned Arabia, Mecca and Medina 
are most celebrated ; they are both si* 
tuated cm the Asiatic side of the Red 
Sea, so look for them in a map of Asia* 
The 4^1^119 bad been idolaters, and 
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had worshipped images. They had a 
temple at Meoca» ealled Caaba» which 
was annually visited by pilgrims, who 
there worshipped idols and performed 
saaifi(^s* Afterwards Christianity Was 
introduced, and was gaining ground 
rapidly, when Mahomet appeared, and 
^opogated a false religion that stop- 
ped the progress of the true religioA. * 
Mahomet was born of noble parent-' 
age, at Mecca, A. D. 571, about siit 
years after the death of Beiisarius.' 
He was handsome, agi'eeable and illi-^ 
terate, but much givlen to religious 
contemplation. 

* He pretended to hold conferences 
witii. an angel from God, Who com- 
manded him to teach a new reU^on, 
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and who told him in what th^ new re- 
ligion shbuld coilsiidt When he was 
desired to prove that his doctrine was 
from heaven by miracles^ as Jesus: 
Christ had done, he evaded th^ re-*: 
quests' by pretending to have celestial; 
vittons/ which were given him instead 
of the power of performing miradesil 
The following is thei'^rincipal article of 
the belief that he desired to inculcate ^ 
^^ There is but on^ God^ and Maho^ 
** met is his Prophet.'* The first part 
it is impossible not to believe 4 :the:las(r 
part it is impossible not to disbelieve. 
The Koran was a sacred book which 
he caused to be written, to serve, like 
our New Testament, for the rule of 

VOL. lU. T 
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faitb, md the guide to virtue^ Re 
pretended that Gt>d had pleased to 
dictate to him what should be written 
in the Koran, but this assertion the 
book itself disproves ; for it contains 
passages quite incompatible with the 
parity and holiness of our Almighty 
I^rtlier. 

The followers €i Mahomet are call- 
ed Mahometans, or Mussulmen } they 
are allowed to marry as many wives as 
tfiey please^ and the Jieaven promised 
to them is to bestow every licentious 
joy. Mahomet declared diat he had 
been to heaven, and had seen and con- 
versed with God! What daring im^. 
piety ! He also pr^ended that a cof^y 
of the Koran, bound in silk^ imd 
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adorned with gems, neas brought down 
to the lowest heaven by the angel Ga- 
briel, who repeated portions of it to 
Mahomet. But I will not go on repeat* 
ing falshoods so palpable and wicked. 

Disputes in the city caused Maho- 
met to be banished from Mecca. He 
went to Medina, and this flight was 
named "the Hegyra/'* to distinguish 
tliat era. fle now tried to gain by the 
sword that dominion he had fidied to 
obtain by his eloquence and deceit. 
He conquered all Arabia, Mecca sub- 
mitted to his arms, and some of the 
Roman possessions were vanquished 

* The Mahometans reckon time from the 
Hegyra, as we do from the birth of Christ. 
T 2 
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by him. ' In the midst of his victonkB 
he died of a fever at Medina, aged 
sixty-three. From that time the Ma- 
hometan religion hasexisted in Persia, 
aQd part of Africa. 
. The Moors, or Berbers, from their 
common origin, Barbarians, and living 
in Barbary, on the poast of Afirica,. 
after some oppo^on, accepted, the 
Mifthometan faith y and invading Spain, 
laid the foundation of a kingdom at 
Cordova, about eighty years after this 
death of Mahomet, and, just about the 
time that Charlemagne wa9/born. 

The title of Caliph of the Saracens 
was adopted by the successors of.JVIa- 
homet. For many years the SaracenSii; 
under their severi^ Caliph^ carried war 
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and devastatiom over Europe and Asia. 
They took Jerusalem, and burnt the 
celebrated library of Alexandria. The 
island of Cyprus was seized by them, 
as also the island of Rhodes^ in which 
they found the Colossus (an immense 
brazen image of Apollo, and one of 
the seven wonders of the world), and 
destroyed it. They ravaged Sicily, 
and attacked Constantinople, but they 
could not take this city : in short 
they were objects of terror wherever 
they appeared. Even Spain was con- 
quered by them j and though they were 
driven afterwards from the north 6i 
Spain, a nation of them, the Moors 
of Africa, as we have just seen, found- 
ed a monarchy in the south of Spain. 
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. The Latin tongue now ceased to be 
qpdken in Italy. It is supposed thitt 
the entrance of strangers had gradual- 
ly altered the language qf the com- 
mon people, and at last the language 
generally spoken was essentially diffe- 
rent from that of ancient Rome, as 
preserved in the old writings. The 
. Italian is very difiSerent from Latin. 

.Whilst Mahomet was teaching a 
false religion^ St. Augustine was in Eng- 
land converting the Saxon conquerors 
to the Christian faith. . England was 
divided into many principalities, each^ 
governed by its prince ; but of this 
you shall hear more hereafter. . . 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

CHARLEMAGNE. 

I HAVE already stated, that by the 
death of his broiler, Ch^rlemagtie be- 
came sole sovereign of the Franks. For 
almost fifty years this great monarch 
continued to reign in power and splen^ 
dour^ and to enlarge hk territory by 
new conquests. His father Pepin had 
established^ or perhaps only restored^ 
the plan of a regular parliament to 
meet once a year ^ Charlemagne dh^tt^ 
ed that these ^meetings should be held 
twice every year, and that the people 
should send members to it ; so that his 
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parliaments consisted of three estates, 
the clergy, the nobility^ and the peo* 
pie or commons. The '' Champ de 
*« Mars," or ** Field of March," (be- 
cause held in a field <m the first of 
March)^ was the name of the an^ 
cient assembly by which the Fhinks 
made laws and conducted all their pub- 
lic business, the king having only one 
vote, like any other member'; but in 
the time of Charlemagne, the monarch 
had more power and influence. 

The feudal system^ of which you 
will hear often, w!e^ introduced into 
France by Charlemagne, he having be* 

* Afterwards called « Champ de Mai," be- 
cause after^aidi b^ld fii M^. 
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come acquainted with it when he con^ 
quered the Lomburds, by whom it* 
was practised^ and by whom perhaps 
it. was invented. I fear I cannot very! 
clearly explain the meaning of the 
feudal system. I believe it may be 
thus described ; the great lords ^d 
barons, who had gifts of castles and 
lands, promised, in return for such 
gifts, to bring soldiers into the field to 
fight the battles of the chiefs who bad ' 
enriched them, and aWo required that 
their own tenants should arm them- 
selves in defence of their superior lords* 
^ Charlemagne subdued the Lombards, 
and was crowned king of Jtaly. He 
made himself master of paji^t of Ger-* 
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iiumy> and attacked and vaaqutshed tl» 
devMal Gothic tiribes. He extirpated 
.the Hups, aqd gained possession of l^e 
island of Sardinia and some proyintta 
of Spdn. He was consecrated Sinpe- 
tor of the West \^ Leo HL ; bntas he 
did not reside at Rome, the West^mi 
Empire, though revived by him, at hii 
death became little more than a name. 
He divided his emph'e into pro* 
vvinc^, each province containing a 
certain number of counties^ In short, 
he seems to have attended to evwy 
Immdi of domestic policy. During 
his reign the manufactures of glass, 
wool, BXkd iron» were successAiUy 
culttvatedt and he had lali|;e shipa of 
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war stationed at the mouth of ev^ 
large' river. He encouraged com^ 
merce, and bestowed much attention to 
the art of music ; the Italians instruct- 
ed the French to play on the organ. 
He protected literature, and rewarded 
men of talent He not dsAj difflised 
Christianity among his own subjects, 
but he promoted it among the people 
he conquered. 

Charlemagne was as amiable in pri* 
vate life, as he was renowned in his 
public character. He trained his sons 
to manly exerdses, and his daughters 
were educated to excel in domestic 
arts. They spent their time tn spinning 
and embroideryi and the other occu- 
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patiQiis..of that simple ^nd uiKMStoii? 

: Charlemagne died in the seventy- 
second year of his ;age, A. D. 814.' 
He left bis domi^ions in Italy to bis, 
grandson Bernard, and the rest of his 
jiossessions to Lewis Ic DSbonnairet his 
ooly surviving son. ^ 

Harpun Alraschid was Caliph of the 
Saracens, at the same time and with the 
s$me pr(»perity that attended Charie- 
xfLpjga^. You have often read of this^ 
inpnarch as the hero of diose amusing^ 
^les, the Araibian Nights' Entertainb- 
ments \ J bdiev$4hose stories are con-- 
sidered to give a very faithful descrip- 
tion of the xQannerg of thepeople ho- 
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goTenied. Almanzor^ his^predeceayor, 
Ikiitt the famoua city of Bagdat, on^ the 
Itenks of the Tigris m Asia, and made it 
the seat of the emfHre of the Calii^is^ 
This place Wds Idng the abode of the 
Moslem princes^ and was built, aceocd^ 
iHg to the chronology of the Anbiam5 
(y/bo reckon ff otn the flight c^ Mahd* 
tnet to Medina) in the 14dth year of 
OeHegyra; that is A. 1X7^ 

Many princes had swayed the scep^* 
tre of the Eastern Empire, since the 
reign of Justinian, and Constantino 
became Emperor during the Kfe of 
C!barlemagne. Hia mother Irene re^ 
stcnred the worship of images, andk^ 
her son dtiriq^ his minority in great 

you m. V 
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ralgection, and in the &tid eoi^vod 
to murdw him and cause betsdf to l^ 
proclaimed Empress. It is said that 
she desired to aUy herself to Charle- 
magne^ eidier by marrying her son 
Constantine to one of his dai^hters, or 
by marrying him herself. She was de-: 
duponed, and confined in a monastery. - 

Kot long after her death, a new race 
of Barbarians, the Turks, fromScytl^ 
(w Tartary), began to make inroads 
on die Empire of the Easf:. 

Armorica, a province of France, took 
the name of Britanny, J>ecause idao/ 
Britons took refiige th^re from the 
power of Hengist and Horsa, ; 

Let us pause iierei and reflect on the 

, r 
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8tat9 of the world at the end of the 
long and prosperous reign of Charle- 
magne. 

England was governed by seven in* 
dependent Saxon princes, who had 
each conquered and taken poss^wioa 
di some part of it. This was called 
<< the Saxon Heptarchy.'' St« Angus* 
tine had recently converted the Saxons 
to Christianity. 

The country of the Franks, under 
the new name of France, had been 
gloriously governed by Charlemagne. 
This great monarch was also Emperw 
of .the West, and King of great part 
of Spain and Germany. 
. Bope L^ III.r was the Bishop or 

Digitized by Google 



MO 

Fdpe of Rawimi, and a new oniercf 
flioiiks cdled Beiiedidaaes» ifier St 
Benedict their founder, bad juat bittt 
istrodiieed into Italy. 

The Moon, who had gakml fol^ 
MMion of the iontii of Spain, fixed 
Aeir court at Cordova, un^er thdr 
kttig Abdalraheni L 

The Soifacent were iM^pagisH Eio* 
rope in awe. Jesusalem waa in thek 
poMeasiaa, and Bagdad waa Aeir capU 
laiidty. 

The iftcta and Scota weve in HM 
power in Scotland. 

The Irish am said to. baire faeeor 
living in a state of comparative leami^ 
and peacefid aaae. Tha 
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wha iconied the Saxon yoke, had 
taken refuge in the mountains of 
Wales } hence the Welch boast that 
ihey are the only descendants of the 
ancient Britons. 

The Empire of the East was gra^ 
dually fading from its pristine gloryt 
imder the dominion of weak or widced 
sovereigns. 

Athens, no loiter the seat of arty 
and science, had suffered so severely 
by the ravages of the Goths, diat litUe 
of her . ancient splradour survived. 
Grreece and Macedonia were in turns 
^ prey of the invading Barbarians. 

Sicily had^ been pillaged by the Sa^ 
racens, and Syracuse was obly cdebra* 
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ted for her past greatness. E^jrpt was 
also in the hands of these i*ude follow- 
ers of Mahomet, and of aftcieht Oar- 
.thage scarce a vestige remained. 

Switzerland formed a part of Bur- 
gundy, and was consefquently under 
the rule of Charlemagne. 

Hie historians^ of Poland declare diat 
that kingdom liad been long governed 
by its own kings or dukes, of the family 
of Lesko, and thatiheir first sovereign 
was Lechus, A. D. 550. 

China and India continued in nearly 
the same degree of power and civilisa- 
tion they had, each long possessed. 
China was governed by a single enape- 
ror, Tay-tsong, oneof the.inost renown- 
ed and virtuous of her monarchs. 
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Remember that Charlemagne died in 
the banning of the ninth centnryt' 
A.D. 814. 



I mustjnform you, that y«i will 
sometimes 'find very different dates 
given for the same event. To give you 
one instance of this among many,' the 
building of the city of Carthage is said 
by some writers to have taken place, 
according to the poet Virgil, about the 
time of the taking of Troy, A.C. 1184j 
whilst other chronologers assert that 
Carthage was erected by Queen Dido» 
A.C. 869* I have given this last date, 
as being the one generally preferred, 
but I mention the variance (in this 
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instance amoonttng to SIS yem) to 
prqme yon ifer the appifenC coiitn* 
dictions you may meet with in chn^ 
nology. When you observe any di£^- 
«nce of dates, yon mnst weigh well 
Mie reasons given for each, and then 
decide for yourself; which date ymi 
think k best established, ia warn Ukelf 
tober^t* 

Hiat siidi d^rences abound ca»^ 
not be deemed surprising;; when we nm 
§tet on the obseurky in whtdi aU an<« 
tient fairtory must inevitabl]^ ftofen 
wious causes^ be involved^ 

BND OF, VOL. III. 



^ ^ Frinted by Cox and Bayii't, 
Ore»t (hietn Street, Liiicplii»» inn Fieldi. 
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